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ABSTRACT

The chief objective of the session will be to show how civil society can monitor the implementation of trade agreements, using the example of the civil society monitoring mechanism set up under the EU—Korea Free Trade Agreement (FTA). This has since been adapted as appropriate in other recent EU trade agreements with third countries and is foreseen for all future such EU negotiations.

The main conclusions will be based on the following questions: 
· To what extent do the civil society monitoring mechanisms included in recent EU FTAs offer an appropriate way forward to measure effective implementation of such agreements?

· Can they highlight which forms of trade liberalization contribute best to reducing the gaps between developed, emerging and developing countries, as well as generating decent employment, strengthening social equity and justice, and dealing with environmental issues? 

· Are civil society monitoring mechanisms limited to monitoring the implementation of sustainable development or can they be widened effectively to cover other FTA aspects? 

· To what extent can such civil society monitoring mechanisms realistically be viable for the multilateral trade system?

· What conclusions can be drawn on how this EU initiative compares with civil society monitoring mechanisms found in other regional trade agreements?
