Session 10: Sustainable Development

Heinrich Boell Foundation and MISEREOR
Slow Trade - Sound Farming

A Multilateral Framework for Sustainable Markets in Agriculture

The report Slow Trade - Sound Farming is the outcome of a two-years extensive exchange process, the EcoFair Trade Dialogue, which was organised by the Heinrich Boell Foundation and Misereor in cooperation with the Wuppertal Institute beginning 2005. The report discusses a multilateral reform proposal for social and ecological sustainable agricultural trading rules. It aims to constitute an alternative to the current free trade paradigm which largely ignores the close linkage of trade, equity and environmental aspects. 

Challenges like climate change, declining and highly volatile commodity prices, the ongoing concentration processes on agricultural input markets, increasing market power in mainly buyer-driven value chains, and new investment regulations require new and innovative political efforts in order to protect goods and sectors of public interest. 

Addressing these challenges, the report Slow Trade - Sound Farming discusses innovative and far reaching changes in the agricultural trading system and proposes concrete political instruments and institutions targeting at distributional and environmental aspects of agricultural trade. 

Starting from the conviction that a multilateral framework for trade is indispensable, the report provides policy recommendations how the institutional framework of a future World Trading Organisation should be structured in order to support sustainable development. 

The main task of the session is to present and discuss the reform proposal of the EcoFair Trade Dialogue with a particular focus on the question how target-based the reform proposal is in respect to its particular aims of addressing ecological and social aspects of trade. 

Moderator: 
Christine Chemnitz - Heinrich Boell Foundation 

Panellists:

Alicia Kolmans - MISEREOR

Wolfgang Sachs - Wuppertal Institute

Aileen Qwa - Member of the EP EcoFair Trade

