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Session14: Coherence

The rapid development of FTAs:
Challenges and Opportunities for future multilateral trade negotiations

This session will focus on the implications for the world trading system of the deep transformations it is currently experiencing, in particular the rapid development of free trade agreements (FTAs) around the world, but also other structural changes such as the growing fragmentation of the production internationally and the future place of emerging economies in world trade. 

The session will consider the impact of these transformations both on the need for a coherent multilateral trading system and on the ability of the WTO membership to negotiate future multilateral agreements. This should involve both political economy considerations as well as practical aspects in relation to multilateral negotiations (such as the road-testing potential effect of bilateral agreements for complex or emerging issues).

The session aims to address the future role of the WTO in relation to other forms of trade openness; how it can be articulated to them; and how trade opening outside the WTO could be framed in order to facilitate this articulation.

Moderator:

· Mr Frontini, Chief Trade Economist at the European Commission

Panellists:

· Ms. Arancha González Laya, Head of Cabinet to WTO Director General Pascal Lamy
· Professor Simon J. Evenett,  University of  St. Gallen, Switzerland
· Dr Bernard Hoekman, Senior Advisor,  Development Research Group of the  World Bank  
· Professor Vinod K.Aggarwal, Director at the University of California – Berkeley
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