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Session 25: Economic Growth

non-tariff barriers to international trade and economic growth – what can the wto do?

Non-tariff barriers are increasingly important as blockages to international trade and economic growth and development. This panel will address non-tariff barriers to market opening and suggest ways that the WTO can contribute to improving economic growth by providing a new mechanism for their removal. 
The scale of the problem will be demonstrated by a presentation from the Confederation of Danish Industry on its recently released study of the non-tariff barriers faced by Danish companies in key markets around the world. The European Union has made a number of proposals to tackle non-tariff barriers in the Doha Round, including for a new horizontal mechanism to resolve disagreements between WTO members over individual NTBs. The European Commission will present its proposals. Finally, the Indian government will give the view of developing country governments on the development dimension of the NTB issue, including comments on the NAMA-11 proposal for a mechanism. 
Moderator:  Mr. Reinhard Quick - Vice-Chairman, WTO Working Group, BUSINESSEUROPE

H.E. Mr. Ujal Singh Bhatia – Ambassador, Permanent Representative of India to the WTO

Mr. John Clarke - Deputy Head, Delegation of the European Commission to the WTO

Mr. Rasmus Wendt - International Affairs Adviser, Dansk Industri
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