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Trade and Climate Change: Peril or promise?

Climate change is the greatest threat our world faces. However, the debate on trade and climate change is still new and looking at trade's contribution to the problem as well as trade's role in combating climate change is urgently required. The session will address challenges and opportunities of the climate and trade nexus and raise the following questions:

· What is the contribution of energy services liberalization to key energy reforms and/ measures to combat climate change?

· Do trade rules support or undermine efforts to establish necessary energy sector reforms or measures to combat climate change?

· Are Intellectual Property Rights a prerequisite or a threat for measures to combat climate change?

· Are bilateral trade agreements an option to achieve coherence between climate and trade policies?

· Can the liberalization of “green markets” through the negotiations on environmental goods and services be more than a mercantilistic market access agenda for industrialised countries and truly lead to technology transfer and appropriation by developing countries?
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