Session 32: Economic Growth

Global Subsidies Initiative (GSI) of the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD)

"The WTO's record in addressing trade-distorting subsidies: An assessment of its record and proposals for improving its performance"
The objectives of this session are four-fold:
· To review the WTO's record in addressing trade-distorting subsidies, with an example drawn from cotton.
· To underscore the importance of transparency -- particularly in the notification of subsidies -- in ensuring that the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (ASCM) works as intended.
· To explain the work of the Global Subsidies Initiative, which has developed and proposed a new notification template, and is testing it out on several countries.
· To prompt a lively discussion on these issues and ideas with participants in the session.
Introduction:
David Runnalls, President & Chief Executive Officer of IISD
Panellists:
Pablo Klein, Permanent Mission of Mexico to the WTO — Overview by a trade delegate on general impression of strengths and weaknesses (or successes and failures) of WTO on disciplining subsidies Ron Steenblik, Director of Research GSI/IISD — Review of issues related to notifications and plans to improve them

Michael Thöne, Cologne University - Finanzwissenschaftliches Forschungsinstitut (FiFo) — on the challenge of providing a comprehensive WTO subsidy notification as seen from the notifying country's perspective.
