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	Session Synopsis

(1/2 – 3/4 page)
	This session addresses the development policy challenges involved in a number of selected issues which entail problems of consistency and coordination. Efforts at rationalization and coherence continue, whatever the outcome of the Doha Round overall. But the pace at which coherence moves on, the character of agreements being forged and the nature of the benefits they generate may depend profoundly on the evolution of the multilateral trading system in the short term.  

The issues and questions selected for discussion are  the following :

1. What is the contribution of the WTO´s dispute settlement to a coherent interpretation of commitments? How does it interact with regional systems? What role does the WTO play in disputes amongst regional partners? Can this role be enhanced?

Presenters:   -Debra Steger

-Welber Barral
2. How are efforts at rationalization and convergence playing out in regional agreements? What are the issues in which progress is making headway? What is the potential contribution of the December 2006 General Council Decision (WT/L/671)?

Presenters:     -Ahmed Ghoneim 

    -Vivianne Ventura Dias 
    -Mia Mikic
3. What is the role of the WTO’s trade-related technical assistance (TRTA) in bringing about coherence in implementation of commitment? What types of problems does coherence itself rise? To what extent is TRTA preempting a legal interpretation of rules?

Presenter :      -Ann Weston 

A distinguished panel of researchers will provide a critical perspective on the challenges of coherence and describe the different models that are emerging in their respective issues.  

The overarching questions for the panel are: 

· What are the gains and losses to countries from coherence? 

· What are the difficulties and particular sticking points in negotiations towards coherence in each issue?  

· What are the challenges in terms of compatibility with WTO rules?

· What kind of demands is this trend likely to impose on the multilateral trade system? 

· What role could or should the WTO play in helping shape these issues?   

In all three issues independent critical analysis is urgently needed to inform policymakers about the costs and benefits, about potential risks and pitfalls and to provide constructive suggestions of coherence on ways to move matters forward. 
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1. Debra Steger (University of Ottawa, Canada/ EDGE Network)
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3. Ahmed Ghoneim (Economic Research Forum/University of Cairo, Egypt) 
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