Session 39: Global Governance

Capitals and the Global Economic Commons
GBD PANEL FOR THE WTO’S 2007 PUBLIC FORUM PROGRAM
The Global Business Dialogue (GBD) is grateful for the opportunity to organize a panel discussion at the WTO 2007 Public Forum.  The overarching question for this year’s Forum is “How Can the WTO Help Harness Globalization?”  The GBD panel will address the subordinate question of how the WTO can best continue to facilitate economic cooperation among sovereign states with often conflicting, or at least apparently conflicting, national goals.   The technique for doing this will be to invite four experts to examine the intersection of national aspirations and global, WTO, rules, now and in the future.

The title of the GBD panel is “Capitals and the Global Economic Commons.”  The panel is likely to consist of two speakers from Washington (USA) and two from two other WTO Member economies.  Though it is expected that speakers will discuss these issues from the perspectives of their own countries or economies, that need not be their exclusive focus.  As the current China trade debate in the United States demonstrates, national policy is often driven as much by perceptions of other WTO members as it is by purely domestic concerns.  Questions likely to be raised and addressed include: 

· What are the principal growth/development strategies of the countries of greatest concern to you?   These might include, for example, export led growth; domestic growth; focus on key sectors or industries; the role of inward and outward investment. 

· What are the relevant existing WTO rules and conditions of greatest concern? These could include tariff levels abroad and at home; subsidy disciplines; antidumping disciplines. 

· What changes, including additions to WTO rules would be most likely to complement or impede the development/growth strategies of particular countries?  

While these questions clearly can and do relate to issues in the Doha Development Agenda, they can also encompass questions that may arise in future WTO negotiations, including issues now in abeyance such as investment and competition policy. 

The basic rationale for the panel is to consider more fully the challenge of making the WTO work for all of its members as ultimately a consensus organization must. 

Moderator: Mr. R. K. Morris - President, The Global Business Dialogue

Mr. Christopher Wenk - Senior Director, International Trade Policy, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Christopher Parlin – Attorney, Miller & Chevalier CharteredThe Global Business 
_______________

