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Session 5: Global Governance
WTO Public Forum

Harnessing Globalization: Unpacking the Concept

Organizer: 
NCCR trade regulation (www.nccr-trade.org)
Moderator: 
Manfred Elsig (World Trade Institute/GIIS), Dr, Senior Research Fellow

Speakers:
Sophie Meunier, Prof, Princeton University, USA

Heribert Dieter, Dr, German Institute for International and Security Affairs, Berlin and Member of the Warwick Commission

Vicente Paolo B. Yu III, South Centre, Global Governance for Development Programme, Geneva

Cédric Dupont, Prof, Graduate Institute of International Studies (GIIS), Geneva

The principal goal of the session is to examine the role of ideas and guiding principles in regulating the world economy. There have always been “buzzwords” competing to describe key policies of the Bretton Woods Institutions (e.g. Washington Consensus, Embedded Liberalism). Yet, concepts are not solely used as a descriptive device, but also give guidance and serve as a justification for unfolding policies.

This session strives to unpack the concept of Harnessing Globalization. It attempts to engage and bridge the academic, diplomatic and NGO debates and to improve our understanding how concepts, such as harnessing globalization, are utilized in debates and negotiations by various actors within the system.

The session is guided by following questions:
· What is the role of ideas in international politics?

· Who invented the concept of harnessing globalization, is it a European construct? 

· How is the concept “harnessing globalization” understood?

· Does globalization need to be harnessed and if so what roles play different institutions and actors?

· Is the concept limited to the WTO; how do other international economic institutions, e.g. World Bank/IMF/UNCTAD, etc “deal” with it. Is convergence or divergence in its use visible? Does this create tensions among institutions?

· How do developing countries interpret the concept, how is it different from notion, such as “policy space”?

· How do emerging economies who have gained voice within the WTO understand and apply the concept?

· How do these concepts influence thinking about reforming the system generally? Where could the WTO most likely contribute to harness Globalization….
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