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Natural resources, sustainable development and trade rules – New instruments to promote sustainable development through trade agreements

Session summary:

This session will discuss new, innovative approaches to the difficult question of sustainable development in the area of natural resources trade and services. Several countries through out the world are applying new instruments to promote sustainable development in this sector. Questions concern not only the environmental but predominantly the social dimension of natural resources trade and services. Impact assessment of trade has been tested but also information strategies and stakeholder consultations have been successfully implemented at the regional and more and more in a global context. What are the lessons for the world trading system from these new instruments? Do changes at the national or regional level affect global natural resources trade and investment? How can the global trading system promote sustainable development without imposing priorities on individual WTO members? How can international desertification and climate change problems, international forestry practices, and domestic mining health and safety laws influence the current Doha Development Agenda? Are there best practices in other forae that the WTO could adopt? How do multilateral agreements on natural resources relate to WTO law, such as freshwater treaties and transboundary watercourses, and energy regimes? 
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