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Session organised by IDRC, Canada, 26 September 2006, 11.30-13.00.

Improving the Accession Process in the 21st Century 

The WTO accession process has been remarkably little studied, except for the notable case of China.  The findings of a recent large study, funded by IDRC
, of the experiences of accession of countries at different levels of development are troubling. They suggest that commonly articulated concerns that the process is unduly demanding of poor countries and that it may have been becoming more difficult over time have some foundation.  

Whether or not these countries have found this burdensome process a price worth paying is a moot point.  The research findings indicate that some tangible and intangible economic gains have materialised for new developing country members, although the gains seem relatively weak. In the circumstances, the continued commitment of countries currently seeking WTO membership cannot be taken for granted.  The international community needs to take stock of the extent to which current trade-related technical assistance efforts address the specific problems and drawbacks in the WTO accession process identified by the research. 

This session will bring together some of the researchers involved in the IDRC supported study of developing country experiences of accession, negotiators intimately familiar with the accession process, and experts actively involved in, or well informed about, efforts to support recently joined member countries and countries currently seeking accession. 

Moderator: 

Mr Alejandro Jara, Deputy Secretary General, WTO. 

Speakers: 

Prof Simon J. Evenett, University of St Gallen, Switzerland

Mr. Riad al Khouri, MEBA, Jordan 

H.E. Sok Siphana, Cambodia 

H.E. Fawaz Alamy, Saudi Arabia 

Ms Mina Mashayekhi, UNCTAD

Ms Ann Weston, North South Institute, Canada

Dr Diana Tussie, FLACSO, Argentina 
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