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Neo-protectionism: 21st Century Challenge for the WTO
The WTO was founded on the idea that openness to trade will drive economic growth. In recent years however, new protectionist forces in some countries have argued that free trade is detrimental to growth and development and are challenging support for an open trading environment. Such views are misleading and damaging to the growth prospects of the many countries which look to global market access to develop their economies, and to the WTO itself, which depends on a commitment to the goal of free trade to underpin economic growth and with it employment. European and Asia Pacific business are firm supporters of trade liberalisation and argue that it is not only compatible with but indispensable to economic growth and development.
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UNICE, the Confederation of European Business represents more than 20 million small, medium and large companies. Active in European affairs since 1958, UNICE's members are 39 central industrial and employers’ federations from 33 countries, working together to achieve growth and competitiveness in Europe.
www.unice.org
The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) was created by the APEC Economic Leaders in November 1995 to provide advice on the implementation of the Osaka Action Agenda and on other specific business sector priorities, and to respond when the various APEC fora request information about business-related issues or to provide the business perspective on specific areas of cooperation. It is the sole nongovernmental entity that has an official role in the APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting through a formal dialogue.
www.abaconline.org 
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