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DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA (DDA)
DIRECTOR-GENERAL'S CONSULTATIVE FRAMEWORK MECHANISM ON COTTON

HIGH-LEVEL SESSION
CENTRE WILLIAM RAPPARD, GENEVA, 15-16 MARCH 2007 
PROGRAMME
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I. background 

1. Pursuant to the mandate on the development assistance aspects of cotton and taking account of the decision by WTO Members for an ambitious, expeditious and specific treatment of the cotton issue,
 the WTO Secretariat will convene a High-Level Session (HLS) on cotton from 15 to 16 March 2007.  This is part of the on-going work on the DDA and is in accordance with paragraph 5 of Annex A of the 1 August 2004 Decision to seek coherence on the development assistance and trade policy aspects of cotton.
2. The HLS is being convened based on consultations with African Union (AU) Members, Least-Developed Countries, and the proponents of the Sectoral Initiative on Cotton (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali).  The HLS will convene within the "Director-General's Consultative Framework Mechanism on Cotton," and will be chaired by the WTO Director-General.  
II. purpose 

3. The purpose of the HLS is to take stock of initiatives and action in the implementation of the mandates on the development assistance and trade policy aspects of the cotton issue.  The discussions would combine cotton development assistance and accompanying reform, including trade reform. The meeting would be geared to address issues of continuing concern, creating the basis for further progress.  Specifically, the HLS would focus on: 
(a)

Cotton Development Assistance Aspects.  Overall stock-taking and evaluation of:  
- Reports on follow-up action by organizers of cotton conferences
 in response to the 2003 Sectoral Initiative on Cotton.  
- Briefings by the development community and review by participants of commitments, disbursements and operational implementation of cotton activities in the "Evolving Working Table on Cotton Development Assistance."
- Briefings by beneficiary National Focal Points on collaborative institutional arrangements with development community and domestic cotton sector reform.  
- Presentations and information exchange on possible responses to commodity/cotton price and income instability.
(b) Briefing on the work of the Committee on Agriculture in Special Session and its Sub-Committee on Cotton  

III. participation 
4. This meeting is open to all WTO Members.  In light of the specific background to the meeting, invited participants include: 

· The 36 African countries that produce and trade cotton.
 
· The Secretariats of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP); African Union (AU); West African Development Bank (BOAD); Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC); East African Community (EAC); Economic Commission for Africa (ECA); Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS); Southern African Development Community (SADC); and the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU).  
· Development Community:  i) Multilateral/Regional Agencies (the 9 multilateral/regional institutions that participate in the Director-General's Consultative Framework Mechanism on Cotton)
;  and ii) Bilateral Donors (the European Communities and Member States; Japan; Switzerland; and, the United States).  
· The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD.  
	DAY 1 - 15 MARCH 2007
HIGH LEVEL SESSION:  DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE AND TRADE POLICY ASPECTS


	SESSION I: OPENING SESSION

	09.00 – 09.10
09.10 – 09.20  
	· Introductory/Welcome Remarks – WTO Director-General 

· Introductory Remarks – H.E. Mr. Issifou Soumanou, Benin Minister for Industry & Commerce (AU Cotton Coordinator) 

	SESSION II: DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE



	09.20 - 09.30
	Evolving Working Table on Cotton Development Assistance (WT/L/670) – Introductory Presentation by Mr. Chiedu Osakwe, WTO Secretariat

	09.30 – 11.30
	Commitments; Disbursements; & Operational Implementation:
· Development Community (60 minutes)
· Beneficiary Partners (60 minutes)


	11.30 – 12.50 
	National Cotton Sector Reforms & Institutional Arrangements For Collaboration With Development Community, 10-minute Presentations:                                                                                                                                                                        •
Case presentations by Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, 
Mali, Nigeria and Uganda

	12.50 – 13.20 
	Open discussions 

	LUNCH BREAK


	15.00 – 15.30
	Commodity/Cotton Price and Income Instability: "Managing Price and Income Risk", 15-minute presentations: 

Factors Affecting Cotton Price Instability and Trends – Mr. Terry Townsend, Executive Director, ICAC

"Fonds de lissage" – Mr. Jean-Michel Sévérino, Director-General, Agence Française de Développement (AfD) 
Cotton Price Risk Management and the C4 – Mr. John McIntyre, World Bank

	15.30 – 16.00
	Open discussions

	SESSION III: BRIEFING SESSION ON THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE IN SPECIAL SESSION, AND ITS SUB-COMMITTEE
ON COTTON



	16.00 – 16.30 
	Cotton in the Agriculture Negotiations – Briefing by Chairman, Agriculture Special Session Committee / Sub-Committee on Cotton  

	16.30 – 18.00 
	Open discussions


	DAY 2 - 16 MARCH 2007
HIGH LEVEL SESSION:  STOCK-TAKING AND COHERENCE



	SESSION IV: DOMESTIC REFORM AND PRODUCTIVITY
AND TRADE REFORM


	09.00 – 09.15 
09.15 – 09.30 

09.30 – 09.45 

09.45 – 10.00 

10.00 – 10.15 
10.15 – 10.30 
10.30 – 10.45 

	Cotton and Development Issues in the DDA – Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General, UNCTAD

Support for the Cotton Industry and Industrialization Issues – Mr. Kandeh Yumkella, Director-General, UNIDO 
Development Assistance and Productivity Issues – Mr. John McIntyre, World Bank 
Multilateral Support Mechanisms for External Price Shocks With Macroeconomic and Fiscal Impacts – Mr. Saleh Nsouli, IMF  

The Multinational Cotton Competitiveness Programme – Mr. Aly Abou-Sabaa, African Development Bank (AfDB)
Importance of Cotton in Africa – Mr. Terry Townsend, Executive Director, ICAC 

Development Assistance, Domestic Reform and Development Priorities – Hon. Janat Mukwaya, Minister for Tourism, Trade and Industry, Uganda (Coordinator, WTO African Group) 

	10.45 – 12.00


	Open discussions 


	12.00 – 12.30
	Director-General's Summing Up 


	13.00


	Director-General's Press Conference




ANNEX
The following documentation will be made available for the meeting: 
	DOCUMENT TITLE


	REFERENCE

	WTO Negotiations on Agriculture – Poverty Reduction:  Sectoral Initiative in Favour of Cotton – Joint Proposal by Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali, 16 May 2003
	TN/AG/GEN/4

	WTO Negotiations on Agriculture – Poverty Reduction:  Sectoral Initiative in Favour of Cotton – Implementation Modalities, 4 August 2003
	TN/AG/GEN/6

	WTO African Regional Workshop on Cotton, Cotonou, 

23-24 March 2004

	WT/L/587

	Doha Work Programme – Decision adopted by the General Council on 1 August 2004

	WT/L/579

	Ministerial Conference, Sixth Session, Hong Kong, Doha Work Programme – Ministerial Declaration, 22 December 2005

	WT/MIN(05)/DEC

	Establishment of the Sub-Committee on Cotton – Decision adopted by the Committee on Agriculture, Special Session, 26 November 2004
	TN/AG/13

	First Periodic Report by the Director-General & Addendum - Implementation of the Development Assistance Aspects of the Cotton-Related Decisions in the July Package, 3 December 2004

	WT/GC/83 + Add

	Second Periodic Report by the Director-General & Addendum -  Implementation of the Development Assistance Aspects of the Cotton-Related Decisions in the July Package, 21 November 2005

	WT/GC/97 + Add

	Proposed Elements of Modalities in Connection with the Sectoral Initiative in Favour of Cotton – Communication from the African Group, 21 April 2005
	TN/AG/SCC/GEN/2

	Proposed Modalities for Cotton under the Mandate of the Hong Kong Ministerial Decision – Communication from the Co-Sponsors of the Sectoral Initiative in Favour of Cotton, 1 March 2006
	TN/AG/SCC/GEN/4

	Modalities and Disciplines on Cotton in the Agriculture Negotiations – Communication from the Co-Sponsors of the Sectoral Initiative in Favour of Cotton, 16 June 2006
	TN/AG/GEN/22

TN/AG/SCC/GEN/6

	Draft Possible Modalities on Agriculture, 12 July 2006
	TN/AG/W/3

	Secretariat Progress Report on Item 2C:  Coherence Between Trade and Development Aspects, 25 May 2005

	TN/AG/SCC/W/1

	Secretariat Progress Report on Item 2C:  Coherence Between Trade and Development Aspects, 25 May 2005

	TN/AG/SCC/W/2


	Secretariat Progress Report on Item 2C:  Coherence Between Trade and Development Aspects, 27 July 2005

	TN/AG/SCC/W/3

	Secretariat Progress Report on Item 2C:  Coherence Between Trade and Development Aspects, 6 October 2005

	TN/AG/SCC/W/4

	Secretariat Progress Report on Item 2C:  Coherence Between Trade and Development Aspects, 15 March 2006

	TN/AG/SCC/W/5

	Secretariat Progress Report on Item 2C:  Coherence Between Trade and Development Aspects, 3 April 2006

	TN/AG/SCC/W/6

	WTO Report (10th meeting of the SCC), 6 October 2006

	TN/AG/SCC/R/10

	WTO Report (12th meeting of the SCC), 6 October 2006

	TN/AG/SCC/R/12

	Director-General's progress report to the General Council on the Development Assistance Aspects of Cotton (GC Item 4), 15 May 2006

	WT/GC/M/102

	Director-General's progress report to the General Council on the Development Assistance Aspects of Cotton (GC Item 4), 27-28 July 2006

	WT/GC/M/103

	Director-General's progress report to the General Council on the Development Assistance Aspects of Cotton (GC Item 9), 14-15 December 2006

	WT/GC/M/106

	Evolving Working Table on Cotton Development Assistance, 15 December 2006

	WT/L/670

	Director-General's Consultative Framework: Cotton Development Assistance – Comments from Benin for the Development Community on the Working Table, 25 September 2006

	WT/L/656

	Director-General's Consultative Framework: Cotton Development Assistance – Comments from Burkina Faso for the Development Community on the Working Table, 16 October 2006

	WT/L/657

	Director-General's Consultative Framework: Cotton Development Assistance – Comments from Mali for the Development Community on the Working Table, 2 November 2006

	WT/L/660

	Director-General's Consultative Framework: Cotton Development Assistance – Development Community Responses to Feedback from Beneficiaries


	WT/L/681


__________
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This document has been prepared under the Secretariat's own responsibility and without prejudice to the positions of Members and to their rights and obligations under the WTO








� Doha Work Programme.  Decision Adopted by the General Council on 1 August 2004 (WT/L/579: paragraphs  1.b. and Annex A, 4 and 5).  


� i) WTO African Regional Workshop on Cotton, Cotonou, Benin, 23-24 March 2004;  ii) EU-Africa Cotton Partnership Forum to endorse the "EU-Africa Cotton Partnership", Paris, 5-6 July 2004;  iii) DAC/OECD Briefing Meeting to DAC Members on the agreed outcomes from the WTO African Regional Workshop on Cotton, Paris, 28 January 2005;  iv) IMF/Benin Joint High-Level Regional Conference on Cotton, Cotonou, Benin, 18 May 2005;  and v) International Conference on Cotton:  "The Next Steps for Africa", Washington, 26 October 2006. 


� Algeria, Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo (Dem. Rep. of), Côte d'Ivoire, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Uganda, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  


� African Development Bank, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, International Cotton Advisory Committee, Common Fund for Commodities, International Monetary Fund, International Trade Centre, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the World Bank.  
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