The Trade Policy Course programme consists of a number of modules which are described below. (The programme represents approximately 300 hours of training sessions).

Introduction Module

In this module, the participants are welcomed, and informed about the course programme, its objectives and its functioning.  The module also attempts to even out the general knowledge of the participants in relation to the WTO, its history, its objectives, its functions, its organization and its functioning.  The basic principles of the legal framework negotiated by the Members (main rights and obligations), which are elaborated on throughout the course, are introduced. The participants are encouraged to actively take part in group exercises allowing them to consolidate the various elements which are developed during the twelve weeks of training. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.
Module on "Communication skills"

In this module, participants become familiar with communication techniques and skills which are put into practice later on during the course inter alia during the "Thema" presentations to be carried out in small groups. The module is complemented later in the programme by a session focusing on communication skills used particularly in the negotiation context. 

Module on "International Trade Theory"

In this module, participants are reminded of basic International Trade Theories. The session is designed to capture the interest of both economists and non-economists. 

Module on "Customs matters" 

In this module, participants review the rules and commitments applicable to Members in relation to customs procedures, including the aspects related to tariffs and tariff schedules. A session on Statistics (for trade in goods) and presentations of WTO tariff and trade databases (Integrated Database / Consolidated Tariff Schedules) also form part of this module. Finally, a session on the Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA) negotiations and a session on Trade Facilitation (another topic currently under negotiation) completes the module. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.
Module on "Accession" 

In this module, participants become acquainted with the rules governing the accession process to the WTO. Through examples of recent accession, participants also familiarize themselves with the procedures leading to the accession. A working sandwich-lunch is organized for participants representing acceding countries to allow for a discussion focusing more on the specifics of current accessions. 

Module on "Agriculture"

In this module participants address one of the key topics of the current negotiations. The concepts of market access introduced in the module on "Customs matters" are reviewed in the particular framework of trade in agricultural products. Rules applicable to domestic support and export competition for agricultural products are presented and discussed.  Practical exercises allow participants to become familiar with the main concepts developed under the negotiated modalities in the framework of agriculture. The module is complemented at a later stage with presentations by groups of participants in the context of the "THEMA" exercise. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.
Attendance at WTO Official Meetings
Participants have the opportunity to attend official WTO meetings. The objective is more to observe how meetings take place, to get a "flavour" of them, and to familiarize participants with the functioning of WTO Bodies, rather than to use this occasion to deepen their knowledge in a particular area of the WTO work. Prior to the meeting, an orientation briefing allows participants to acquire background elements in order to better observe the meeting.

Module on "Trade Remedies"

In this module, the rules and disciplines applicable by Members to the use of Trade Remedies (called "Rules" in the GATT/WTO jargon) are examined. This module covers anti-dumping measures, subsidies, countervailing measures, and safeguard measures. Balance-of-Payments measures (referred to as "BOPs") are also covered. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.

Module on "Trade in Services / GATS"

In this module, participants are introduced to the rules and disciplines covered by the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), the first and unique set of multilateral rules negotiated during the Uruguay Round which governs the international trade in services.  Participants familiarize themselves with the main text containing the general obligations and disciplines, while the annexes contain the rules applicable to the various specific sectors as well as specific commitments taken by the different countries in order to assure their market access.  This module uses theoretical presentations as well as practical exercises. The issues currently under negotiation are addressed in the context of this module.

A session on Statistics (for trade in services) also forms part of this module. 

The module is complemented at a later stage with presentations by groups of participants in the context of the "THEMA" exercise. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.
Module on "Standards, Regulations, and Norms" (SPS / TBT / Environment)

In this module, rules and disciplines contained in the SPS and TBT agreements are examined. Through presentations and exercises, participants see illustrations of types of measures taken by Members in connection with Standards, Regulations, and/or Norms. A presentation and a discussion of the relationship between trade and environment complement this module. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.

Module on "Notifications"

In this module, participants are introduced to notification requirements contained in many WTO agreements. This module constitutes an illustration of the "transparency" dimension of the WTO rules and disciplines.

Module on "Regionalism"

In this module, participants examine the provisions contained in various agreements and touch upon the relationship between multilateral trade rules and regional integration initiatives. 

The module is complemented at a later stage with presentations by groups of participants in the context of the "THEMA" exercise. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.
Module on "Negotiation Techniques"

This module is developed in two steps. 

In the first segment, the set target is first to allow participants to acquire and/or reinforce their understanding of some of the basic concepts and theories related or applicable to international trade negotiations. More specifically, participants revise the theoretical concepts behind negotiations and identify the main qualities required to increase their efficiency as negotiators. Then, based on a conceptual framework building on the observation of previous GATT/WTO "rounds" of negotiations, participants are updated on the state of play in the current negotiations covered by the Doha Development Agenda. Participants are also involved actively in various group exercises.

In the second segment, participants become actors of a role-play exercise (Trade Negotiation Simulation Exercise – TNSE). They take an active role in this exercise which reproduces multilateral trade negotiations.  This simulation exercise attempts to reproduce some features and elements of the atmosphere which can be encountered in this type of negotiation when conducted under the auspices of the WTO.  The TNSE represents also a practical complement to the first segment of this module as well as to the communication skills module.

Module on "Horizontal Issues"

In this module, a variety of issues which are frequently grouped under the denomination of "horizontal issues", are addressed.  The module includes topics such as the relationship between Trade, Debt and Finance, issues related to Transfer of Technology, relationship between Trade and Competition Policy, links between Trade and Investment, including a presentation of the TRIMs agreement, e-commerce, as well as Government Procurement.
Module on "Development"

In this module, participants address the "development dimension" of multilateral trade rules and negotiations. Development provisions contained in the WTO agreements as well as initiatives such as Aid for Trade (A4T) are examined. Technical Cooperation and Training programmes set up under the auspices of the WTO and other international organizations such as the ITC, UNCTAD, the World Bank and AITIC, and joint initiatives such as the Integrated Framework are discussed. The Trade Policy Review Mechanism is presented in this module for the contribution it could have in the context of trade policy formulation particularly for developing countries. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.

Module on "Dispute Settlement"

In this module, participants start by familiarizing themselves with the rules and procedures governing the WTO Dispute Settlement Mechanism. As a practical illustration of the rules contained in the Dispute Settlement Understanding (DSU), the participants then work in groups and participate in an role-play exercise simulating various stages of a dispute settlement process, such as: a) Request for establishment of a panel; b) Preparation of written submissions to the panel; c) Panel hearings with defence of respective positions; d) Writing of the panel's report; e) Identification of issues of law to prepare the appeal; f) Preparation of written submissions to the Appellate Body; g) Appellate Body hearings with defence of respective positions; h) Writing of the Appellate Body's report; i) Meeting of the Dispute Settlement Body with adoption (or not) of the panel's and Appellate Body's reports.  

The groups are assisted by legal experts during the simulation exercise.  Two cases are presented for discussion.  The exercise is concluded by a debriefing session.

The module is concluded by a presentation of the state of play of the current negotiations (DSU review). A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.

Module on "Intellectual Property Rights and TRIPS"

In this module, participants review the trade related aspects of intellectual property rights, with a particular focus on the provisions of the TRIPS agreement.

An introductory session on intellectual property opens the module.  A half-day visit to the Headquarters of the World Intellectual Property Organization allow participants to familiarize themselves with the work of WIPO through a series of sessions conducted by WIPO experts.

For the rest of the module, TRIPS experts from the WTO cover the various topics contained in the TRIPS agreement.  These sessions take place at the WTO.

The module is complemented at a later stage with presentations by groups of participants in the context of the "THEMA" exercise. A revision session allows for consolidating the knowledge and skills acquired during the module.
Visit to Bern

Participants are given the opportunity to spend a day out of the WTO context, visiting the Swiss capital (Bern) where they are hosted by the Swiss authorities in order to grasp the particularities of the political system of this country.

Final Revision Workshop

The last week of the course is essentially be dedicated to the final revision.  This three-day revision workshop takes place outside of Geneva.  The workshop, conceived to be very interactive, follows a pre-established programme which allows for revising the rules and disciplines contained in the WTO Agreements, opening at the same time windows for reflecting on wider trade policy questions, particularly through case studies.  A half-day excursion is planned for participants and the final afternoon is reserved for the course evaluation.

Closing and Diploma Ceremony

A closing and diploma ceremony takes place on the last day of the course.  The training team, along with a representative of WTO senior management, is present.
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