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Swearing-In/Farewell Ceremony of Appellate Body Members

Wednesday, 13 June 2012

CHAIR OF THE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT BODY
· I would like to welcome you to this afternoon's ceremony.  We will be swearing-in Seung Wha Chang as Member of the Appellate Body and bidding farewell to Shotaro Oshima, who will be leaving us after many years of dedicated service to the WTO.
· This swearing-in ceremony will include remarks by the Director-General as well as by the Chair of the Appellate Body, Ms. Yuejiao Zhang.  Mr. Oshima will also make farewell remarks.  Following the ceremony you are all invited to a reception hosted by the Permanent Mission of Korea, the Chair of the Appellate Body, and myself.  
· Allow me to begin by taking this opportunity to say a few words about Mr. Oshima.  In fact, before joining the Appellate Body, Mr. Oshima served as Japan's Ambassador to the Republic of Korea.  Prior to that, as many of you will recall, he was Japan's Permanent Representative to the WTO.  During that time, he chaired several WTO bodies, including the General Council and of the Dispute Settlement Body.  Mr. Oshima has also served as Deputy Foreign Minister responsible for economic matters and was designated Prime Minister Koizumi's Personal Representative for the G-8 summit in 2008.  Very recently, Mr. Oshima was appointed Japan's representative at multilateral negotiations over Japan's participation in the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
· As a Member of the Appellate Body, Mr. Oshima has been instrumental in guiding the Appellate Body through many difficult appeals and we have witnessed his commitment to the multilateral trading system and to the central role that the Appellate Body plays in the functioning of that system.  We have also come to appreciate his dedication to impartiality, legal coherence and consistency in deciding appeals.  Mr. Oshima has been a strong defender of the WTO dispute settlement system, its quasi-judicial adjudicatory bodies, and their function of providing security and predictability to the multilateral trading system. 
· We take this opportunity to thank Mr. Oshima for his outstanding service to the WTO and wish him the very best in his future endeavours.
· Today we welcome Seung Wha Chang as the newest Member of the Appellate Body.  His appointment to the Appellate Body by the DSB followed a rigorous selection process.  Having participated in this process, I can personally attest to the excellence of all the candidates nominated by the WTO Members, as well as to the challenging task of recommending just one individual from a pool of four deserving and extremely impressive candidates. 

· I would like to say a few words about Mr. Chang.  Mr. Chang is a leading scholar in international trade law who will bring to the Appellate Body a particular skill set that will be of great benefit to the deliberations of the Appellate Body.  Mr. Chang is an experienced adjudicator.  He has previously served as a Seoul District Court judge and he is noted as one of the leading commercial arbitrators in Asia.  He has also served as a WTO panellist in a number of high-profile disputes.  Mr. Chang began his career at the Seoul National University School of Law in 1995 as one of the youngest professors ever, and was awarded professorial tenure in 2002.  He has taught international trade law and, in particular WTO dispute settlement, at more than ten foreign law schools, including Harvard Law School, Yale Law School, Stanford Law School, New York University, and Georgetown University.  Mr. Chang has also published many books and articles in the field of International Trade Law in internationally-recognized journals.

· Over the years, the Appellate Body has established itself as a cornerstone of the dispute settlement system of the WTO.  Indeed, the Appellate Body is today highly valued by WTO Members, academic institutions and the general public as an efficient and trusted dispute settlement institution.  I am confident that this success story will continue given the wealth of experience that Mr. Chang brings to the Appellate Body.
· I look forward to working with you, Mr. Chang, and with your colleagues on the Appellate Body in the further development and strengthening of WTO dispute settlement in the years to come.
