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Eric Wyndham-White, Executive Secretary and subsequently  
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The Centre William Rappard, just before the official opening in June 1926. The building 
was originally headquarters to the International Labour Organization (ILO).

China becomes the 143rd member of 
the WTO at the Fourth WTO Ministerial 
Conference, in Doha, in November 2001.

GATT Director-General Peter 
Sutherland presides in Geneva over the 
conclusion of the Uruguay Round on 
15 December 1993. © Beatrix-M. Stampfli
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A heads of delegation meeting at the WTO in July 2004.  
Left to right European Agriculture Commissioner Franz 
Fischler, US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick, Brazilian 
Foreign Minister Celso Amorim, European Trade Commissioner 
Pascal Lamy, and Indian Minister for Commerce and Industry 
Kamal Nath. © Reuters/Denis Balibouse

The “green room” inside the Centre William Rappard, years after 
renovations rendered its title figurative rather than literal. Photo 
first published in Le Temps in 2008. © Eddy Mottaz/Le Temps

Members gather in a mini-ministerial in Geneva that aims, 
but fails, to bring the Doha Round to a successful conclusion, 
21 to 29 July 2008.

Director-General Pascal Lamy and UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon at the Second Global Review of Aid for Trade in 
Geneva, in July 2009.
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“The purpose of this work is to not 
only tell us about our past, but to 
explain our present and to inform 
our future. [The author] opens our 
minds to new explanations of how 
the WTO has become what it is 
today. This also gives us a sense of 
where the WTO can go tomorrow.”

WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy
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