Lamy calls for a draft ministerial text by mid-November

Director-General Lamy, in his report to the General Council on 19 October as chair of the Trade Negotiations Committee, stressed the need for urgent action by all with a view to producing, by mid-November, a draft Ministerial text based on convergence among negotiators. 

The Minister of Mali reiterated the importance of the cotton issue to the four proponents of the Cotton Initiative (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali) and voiced these countries' serious concerns about progress in this area.

Also regarding the Sixth Ministerial Conference:

· The Chairman, Amb. Amina Mohamed;  made a statement describing the process she had begun – in close co-operation with the Director-General as TNC Chair – of consulting with delegations and with Chairs of the WTO bodies concerned on the nature and content of texts to be put to Ministers in areas of the Doha Work Programme not under the remit of the TNC, with the aim of developing convergence on these texts in a "bottom-up" approach before Hong Kong.

· The Council approved requests by Timor-Leste and Tuvalu for observer status at the Hong Kong Ministerial.

· Attendance by IGOs as observers:  The Chairman informed the Council that a reservation on behalf of a group of Members having been received within the proposed deadline of 15 August, there was no consensus at the present stage to grant the request from the Agency for International Trade Information and Co-operation (AITIC) for attendance as an observer at the Hong Kong Ministerial.  Egypt on behalf of the Arab Group confirmed that these countries were not in a position to accept the request at this stage, and indicated willingness to participate in consultations on the IGO observership issue.  Switzerland expressed regret at the Arab Group's position on AITIC.  The Chairman noted Egypt's reference to consultations and said she would keep delegations informed about how she would proceed.  She then informed the Council that requests for observer status had been received from the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-Operation ACP-EC (CTA), the Basel Convention, the Council of Europe Development Bank and the African Development Bank, which currently did not have observer status in any WTO body, and that Members could consult these communications through the External Relations Division of the Secretariat.  The Council agreed that unless an objection was received by the Secretariat from any Member by 5 November 2005, these four organizations would be granted observer status, and that the Chair would report on the situation regarding the requests at the next Council.

Other points taken up in the General Council were the following:

· Implementation of Paragraph 11 of the Decision on the Implementation of Paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health (WT/L/540) - Statement by the Chairman of the TRIPS Council:  The Chairman of the TRIPS Council said that on the basis of his recent consultations on this matter, the number of outstanding issues seemed to be more limited than had been evident earlier. However, if it seemed unlikely that the TRIPS Council would be ready to agree on a recommendation at its meeting scheduled for 25-26 October, he planned if necessary to suspend that meeting, so as to allow more time for consultations on this matter.

· Work Programme on Small Economies – Report by the Chairman of the Dedicated Session of the Committee on Trade and Development:  The Chairman of the Dedicated Session reported on what he said was a very productive meeting of this group on 17 October.  The two-track approach developed by the proponents now had broad support in the Dedicated Session, and he remained optimistic about addressing the mandate of the Dedicated Session and finding solutions to the trade-related problems of small and vulnerable economies.  He intended to intensify work in the Dedicated Session in the coming weeks in order to make solid progress on its input to the draft Ministerial text and on its report to the General Council.

· Non-recognition of Rights under Article XXIV:6 and Article XXVIII of GATT 1994:  The Chairman, reporting on her consultations, said that there was as yet no meeting of minds on the claims of substantial interest submitted by Honduras and Guatemala in connection with the EC's enlargement negotiations, as well as the modification of its Schedule under Article XXVIII regarding bananas.  Honduras and Guatemala had reiterated the importance of this matter for them, as well as their concerns for its systemic implications, including on the outcome at the Hong Kong Ministerial.  The EC, for its part, remained prepared to further consult bilaterally on a tariff line by tariff line basis to respond to concerns about their rights.  Some delegations at the consultations had also reiterated concerns about the unsatisfactory operation of their own Article XXIV:6 and Article XXVIII processes with the EC,  including the question of compensatory adjustment.  While she sensed a willingness on the part of all to explore all avenues of resolution, there was nevertheless increasing concern that this matter should not continue unresolved until the Ministerial Conference, where it might complicate an already difficult agenda.  She would convene further consultations after the second arbitrator's award on the EC's banana concession had been circulated, and would continue to talk with delegations individually between now and the next Council.  A large number of delegations spoke in support of the requests by Guatemala and Honduras.  The EC reiterated that it had based its decisions on claims of interest on WTO rules and practice.  It would discuss bilaterally with any Member on a tariff line by tariff line basis regarding its acceptance/rejection of claims.

· Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration:  The Council adopted the Committee's report on its meetings of June and July 2005.

Under "Other Business", the following matters were raised:

· the United States indicated its interest in having a Dedicated Discussion under the auspices of the General Council on e-commerce matters in early November.

· Uganda (also for Côte d'Ivoire, Kenya, Rwanda and Zimbabwe) said that they had made proposals on the issue of commodities, and wished to have Ministers in Hong Kong provide a clear mandate in this area.

· the Chairman, on the behalf and request of the Director-General, made a statement regarding digital archiving and the derestriction of GATT official documents, indicating that this work, which was not yet completed, would resume early in the new year, when all Members would have the opportunity to discuss them further.

END
