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"Beijing 2012 round table on wto accession best practices"
for LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
 

29 May - 1 June 2012, Beijing, China

PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES

Dear Participant,

Thank you for confirming your participation in the Beijing 2012 Round Table on Best Practice in the WTO Accession Process.  To ensure a lively and fruitful discussion, we ask that you closely read these guidelines on the event's objectives and participation. 

OBJECTIVES
· Sharing experience and best practices.  Although the WTO accession is a complex negotiating process, intertwined with far-reaching domestic economic and legislative reforms, successful experiences and some evolving "best practices" have been accumulated during the past years.  Knowledge and understanding of these best practices will be helpful for acceding governments, especially for least-developed countries (LDCs).  At the Beijing 2012 Round Table, participants will explore, identify and deliberate these best practices revolved around: 1) driving and managing an accession process as a Chief Negotiator; 2) managing domestic preparation and coordination; 3) engaging with Members; and 4) addressing various difficulties and challenges in the negotiation process. 

· Building negotiating capacity for acceding LDC governments.  Negotiating capacity is an essential factor for a successful accession.  Various technical assistance (TA) and capacity building programmes are provided by international organizations and individual Members for LDC acceding governments.  The Beijing 2012 Round Table will serve as a bridge between TA providers and acceding governments to formulate a demand-driven TA strategy. 
· Establishing and consolidating a network of LDCs' Chief Negotiators in the WTO accession process.  The Beijing 2012 Round Table will provide a unique opportunity for LDCs' Chief Negotiators to establish a network among themselves and with various parties related to the accession process, including Chairpersons of Working Parties, Working Party Members, former accession Chief Negotiators, and the WTO Secretariat.  The network would become an invaluable asset for their current and future accession processes.  
· Identifying priorities in supporting LDCs in the accession process. The Beijing 2012 Round Table will be a forum for exploring and identifying the areas where systematic support is needed for LDCs' WTO accession.  It will provide an opportunity for the Chairperson of the Sub-Committee on LDCs to brief participants on the state-of-play of the ongoing process for implementing the MC8 Decision (WT/L/846) to "further strengthen, streamline and operationalize" the 2002 Guidelines on LDC Accessions.  
STRUCTURE
· Opening Ceremony. The Beijing 2012 Round Table will formally begin in the morning of 29 May with welcoming remarks by the Minister of Commerce of China, the Minister of LDC Coordinator (Haiti) and the WTO Director-General.  A group photograph for the Round Table participants will be arranged after the Opening Ceremony.

· Interactive roundtables. The dialogue is structured around a series of seven interactive roundtables taking place from 29 May to 31 June.  Please note that these roundtable sessions are not designed as panel discussions with Q&A sessions, but rather as engaging dialogues among all participants.  In first four sessions of the Beijing 2012 Round Table, several Chief Negotiators of LDCs acceding governments and Article XII Members will share his or her negotiating experience in their accession processes.  In the last three sessions, speakers from the WTO Secretariat, ITC and Working Party Chairpersons would contribute on specific topics related to WTO accession and engage in interactive discussion with LDC acceding governments.  Each session will be closed with an open discussion led by one well-prepared moderator. 

· Role for participants. This Round Table will require participation from every participant as either a moderator or a speaker on different topics and areas.  Below are the speaking guidelines for each functional role as well as general guidelines for those without a formal role in a given session.

· Closing session and official dinner. The Round Table will formally adjourn in the afternoon of 31 May with the closing remarks by the WTO Secretariat, LDC Coordinator and the representative of China.  On 29 May, an official dinner will be hosted by the Government of China for all participants.

· Visit to the Beijing Economic-technological Development Area. A visit to Beijing Economic-technological Development Area (BDA) will be arranged by the Government of China in the morning of 1 June.  The purpose of visit is to gain on-site exposure to the operation of economic zone and facilitate face-to-face discussions on the policy and strategy related to trade and economic development.  The BDA was established in 1992 in a planned area of 46.8 square kilometres.  Currently, the total investment of the dwelling enterprises in the BDA exceeds $20 billion and the average exporting ratio has reached nearly 90%.
Moderator Guidelines
· Please lead a lively discussion.  As a moderator, you are of the utmost importance for guiding the session and facilitating a lively conversation.  A dynamic discussion will only happen if you are dynamic in your preparation and control of your session.

· Please do not moderate a panel Q&A.  The session you are leading is a roundtable, not a panel presentation.  Do not direct (your) questions and comments solely at the session speakers; be sure to engage all dialogue participants.  Please do not "collect questions" but rather moderate a meaningful and productive conversations among the experts in the room.  Be proactive in addressing individual experts and invite them to take the floor. 

· Please prepare questions and comments.  It is better to have a surplus of prepared questions rather than a shortage.  You should develop many of your questions and remarks prior to the session.  The WTO Secretariat can support you in this task. 

· Please coordinate with session speakers and discussants.  In order to ensure a smooth dialogue, you should serve as the organisational point with the speakers for the development of a plan for your session.  Work jointly to enhance your understanding of the session's subject and to develop possible questions and comments.  Together, you should develop a game plan for your session and help create a pool of questions for yourself, the other speakers and the other participants.  This will help guarantee a smooth and dynamic discussion.

Speaker Guidelines
· Please speak from experience.  As a lead speaker, you are supposed to have one specific topic concerning the theme of the session.  Personal experience and stories help to identify and simplify issues.  Be sure to include your own experiences in the accession process in your presentation, especially the ones including the best practices for accession.

· Please do not read.  You are a speaker at this dialogue because you know your subject matter well.  Your thoughts will come across more clearly if you engage in discussions and avoid reading from a script. 

· Please use simple language.  Avoid technical jargon unless it is required.  Always explain before using an acronym.

· Please respect the time limit.  People will be speaking after you.  Please be respectful of them and do not run past your allotted time (15 minutes/20 minutes).

· Please coordinate beforehand with the other speakers and moderators.  Communicate before the event with the moderator and discussants in your session.  Together, you should develop a game plan for your session and help create a pool of questions for yourself, the other speakers and the other participants.  This will help guarantee a smooth and energetic discussion.  The WTO Secretariat will support you and the other experts in this coordination task. 

Participant Guidelines 
· Please be prepared to participate at all sessions.  The success of this dialogue hinges on vibrant participation in each session.  All participants should be ready to get involved in the discussion of each session and subject with questions and comments.

· Please read all the studies.  In order to be prepared to participate, make yourself familiar with the subject matter of the dialogue by reading all of the background studies.  Detailed comments will be very welcome. 

· Please use simple language.  Avoid technical jargon unless it is required.  Always explain before using an acronym.

· Please respect the time limit.  There will be a lot of people wanting to speak before and after you.  Please be respectful of others by not making long statements and by focusing on your main one or two points.

__________

� The Round Table on "Best Practices in the WTO Accession Process" is sponsored and hosted by the Government of China with support of the WTO Secretariat.  
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