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STATEMENT
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REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
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SEVENTH SESSION OF THE WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
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GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

Mr. Chairman,
1. Permit me on behalf of the Government and people of the Republic of Botswana, and indeed on my own behalf, to congratulate you Mr Chairman on your election to preside over the proceedings of this Seventh WTO Ministerial Conference. We are confident that under your guidance and able leadership, our deliberations will achieve successful conclusions.
2. I assure you and other members of the Bureau of the full confidence and support of my delegation in the discharge of your mandate.  
Mr. Chairman, 

3. This conference comes at an opportune time in that it provides us with the opportunity to collectively take stock of the WTO activities, in particular progress on Doha  Round negotiations since the Hong Kong, China, WTO Ministerial conference held in December 2005. 

Mr. Chairman, this is particularly important because, in line with the theme of this conference, these issues are addressed in the context of the current global financial crisis, for which we all want quick and lasting solutions.
Mr. Chairman,

4. The objectives of the multilateral trading system as reflected in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1947 as well as the Marrakech Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization in 1994 provide us with a good vision for an international trading system that promotes economic development and benefit for all Member States. 
5. In this regard therefore, the success of the Doha Round should, in my view, be defined by the extent to which its outcomes translate into concrete, substantial welfare gains for the world's poor. This is imparative given that the global economic crisis has affected all countries, including mine. Addressing  the development needs of developing countries and facilitating developing countries’ integration into the multilateral trading system should remain a priority in this regard. 

6. It is a matter of deep concern that despite the political signals from the diffferent fora, progress on  the negotiations still eludes us as such signals have not been translated into concrete undertakings to enhance the progress of the negotiation process. It is extremely important that we should remain loyal and committed to the overall level of ambition in the Round.

Mr. Chairman,

7. Allow me to highlight some of the issues which are of fundamental importance to Botswana.  The negotiations on agriculture should remain central to the success of the Doha Development Round.   The modalities for the negotiations should, inter alia, address primary concerns of developing countries, such as food security, rural development and poverty alleviation, trade preferences, the Special Safeguard Measures, Special Products, as well as the special needs of the Net Food-Importing Developing Countries.

8. On Non-Agricultural Market Access, Botswana has historically benefited and continues to benefit from developed countries’ preferential trade schemes.  It is therefore important that the negotiations on non-agricultural market access take fully into account the concerns on the issue of preference erosion.  This is crucial as it will allow our economies to develop sufficient productive capacities.
9. Furthermore, the importance of Trade Facilitation cannot be over-emphasized for landlocked developing countries. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, special attention should be given to technical assistance and capacity building for developing countries during the implementation of commitments. These flexibilities would help countries such as Botswana to fully benefit from the Trade Facilitation outcome. 
10. Yet another issue which is pertinent to the conclusion of a successful trading regime, and which could strengthen regional integration while also enhancing productive capabilities of developing countries, more especially the SACU, SADC and ACP Member States, is the adoption of Rules of Origin that are inclusive of all Member States.
Mr. Chairman,
11. In conclusion, allow me to re-emphasise that the successful conclusion of  the Doha negotiations will go a long way in accelerating economic growth, alleviating poverty and integrating developing countries into the multilateral trading system.  It is my fervent hope that we will endeavour to produce positive results which will help to enhance the credibility and viability of the multilateral trading system.

12.Botswana remains fully committed to the successful conclusion of the Doha Round, and will continue to contribute positively to towards this end.
Thank you
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