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Mr Chairman,
Ladies and gentlemen, it is important that all members of the WTO meet and confirm the commitment to the multilateral trading system. 
This meeting in an opportunity to discuss the challenges facing us in global trade. Dialogue is the cornerstone of international cooperation. The litmus test, however, is our ability to transform debates into results and real progress on the ground. It is time to walk the talk.
Right now the world economy is going through another round of strong turbulence, creating uncertainty for people all over the globe. The need to secure jobs and create growth is a top - but not easy - priority to all governments. Some countries may be tempted to introduce protectionist measures and close markets to secure jobs in the short run. 
In my view, however, trade is part of the solution – not the problem. Closing markets will extend the crisis. Finalizing the Doha Round would therefore be a significant contribution to the global economy. 

It is deeply regrettable that the Doha Round is at an impasse. And it is a paradox that the WTO is considered in deep crisis because of the DDA. I must confess that I take a rather different position on the WTO. It is exactly because of the WTO-rules and discipline provided by the WTO dispute settlement system that the world has so far avoided the dangerous pitfall of protectionism like we witnessed in the 1930s. But let us not forget that the threat of protectionism is still very real!

Hence, the importance of the WTO is underlined and further confirmed by its enlargement with Russia, Montenegro and Samoa. It is a historical event, and we welcome all three countries as new WTO members. 
As ministers we have an obligation to secure and advance the system, which has served us well during the years. In order to move forward we need an honest analysis of the reasons for the Doha impasse. The whole system could be jeopardized, too, if we don’t update the rulebook or if global trade liberalization is created outside the umbrella of the WTO. But we don’t know how much, unless we start to examine these questions.
What we do know is that the poorer countries stand to lose if we don’t advance negotiations. The organisation is a vital tool for integrating the poorest countries into the global economy. We reconfirm the Doha mandate, but ask for new and fresh approaches. Within its paragraph 47, we have an opportunity to advance results in the short run for LDCs, but also win-win issues for the whole membership like for instance trade facilitation and NTBs. We should move ahead with real substance immediately. 

As I said at the outset, what matters are the results that we agree too in a spirit of constructive cooperation - during this ministerial conference, and in the work of the organization in the future.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
