CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
UK statement to the WTO 8th Ministerial Plenary Session, 16 December 2011
1. We meet at a time when prospects for the global economy are gloomier than they have been for many years.  This Ministerial Conference must send a clear message that trade and openness generate growth and prosperity, and that we are all committed to resisting protectionism.
2. Let me make three points.  First, we know we have faced challenges in concluding the Doha Round. But still, we can and must go into 2012 firmly resolved to make early progress in areas where the negotiations are most advanced, and, furthermore, keep up momentum towards  liberalisation wherever we can.  The successful conclusion of the GPA is a good sign in this context: proof that we can still agree deals in the WTO when the will is there.  
3. Second, we must safeguard and strengthen the WTO.  We have a lot to build on already.  The accessions of Russia, Samoa, and Montenegro, which we very much welcome, are testimony to the continuing relevance of this organisation, particularly during an economic downturn.  Looking forward, my Prime Minister set out some ideas in his report on global governance for the G20 Summit in Cannes, including on monitoring and surveillance.  And we must conclude the Dispute Settlement Understanding negotiations as quickly as possible in 2012.  
4. Third, an open global trading environment will reduce poverty round the world.  We are very glad we have agreed some specific development commitments at this conference. But we need now to show clear resolve to make progress in 2012 on cotton and on meeting our promises on providing duty-free, quota-free market access to Least Developed Countries.  And we must redouble our efforts to ensure open trade plays its full part in reducing food price volatility, at a time when this problem is bringing ever more difficult living conditions to many of the world's poor. 
5. In short, we cannot afford 2012 to be a year of treading water. Future generations will judge us harshly if we fail to take every chance to advance world trade - and to protect and reinforce what this institution stands for, a strong rules-based trading system, with development at its heart.    
