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Ministers
Ladies and Gentlemen


There is a Russian proverb that says "Don't chop off the branch you are sitting on". This is an appropriate saying for times of crisis, when governments are looking for drastic measures to address difficult social and economic problems.

In my opening statement, I spoke of turbulence and instability, of rising unemployment and disappearing development gains. There are serious, worrying signs of economic retraction and isolationism, signs that to some people recall the times that preceded the 1930's depression. 
The multilateral trading system embodied in the WTO is, at least in part, accountable for the fact that history is not being repeated.

What we heard during the Ministerial is that the WTO is part of the solution to the crisis, if you are all collectively determined to keep protectionist pressures at bay, according to WTO rules. 

During the last two and a half days, you have taken significant decisions and you have discussed relevant issues. We now have four new Members in our family – Montenegro, Russia, Samoa and Vanuatu – and some of you have decided to cut a deal on GPA. You have also taken decisions of specific importance to LDCs, which comprise a large part of our Membership. Let me highlight here the one relating to the streamlining of accession processes for LDCs, which we now have to operationalize. Bilateral discussions between the Cotton – 4 and some Members have helped move the cotton issue forward even if a lot remains to be done to fulfil the DDA mandate on this issue.

In the three working sessions held in parallel with the plenary, you have discussed some of the most pressing issues of the multilateral trade agenda and it is clear that this organization has plenty to work on in the two years to come.  Whether on improving the WTO monitoring function, or in delivering on the Aid for Trade agenda, whether on better understanding 
how the WTO intersects with other global challenges or in working to conclude mature accessions, the Membership has plenty on its plate. 


We also had an in-depth debate about the DDA, which exemplifies the legislative function of the WTO. The DDA – declared dead so many times, lambasted as a negotiation of the past, decried as a failure – is all the more important today, with an ever deeper crisis looming, than it was in the past. You have taken a first step in this Conference, in recognizing that there is an impasse, and a need to more fully explore different negotiating approaches, compatible with the principles of inclusiveness, transparency, bottom up of our work. Now there is a need to do exactly that: start exploring those approaches, Go back to business. In doing this, you will show that you care about the multilateral trading system, that you care about the WTO, that you are willing to help finding solutions to the economic crisis. 

Mr Chairman,


This is the last regular Ministerial in which I participate as Director-General.  My only stake in this Organization has been and remains pure, genuine interest in seeing it reinforced, thriving, more efficient, more inclusive, more relevant. I am therefore in a good position to speak my mind clearly and without reservations – something I have always done, as those who know me are aware. 

I am deeply convinced of the need to keep the WTO strong and meaningful. To fulfil its mandated objectives of raising the standards of living, ensuring full employment and a large and steadily growing volume of real income and effective demand. To contribute to sustainable development, as foreseen in the Marrakesh Agreement.  

I am, more than ever, convinced that political courage and goodwill can make a difference in helping us weather the storm. I am more than ever convinced that a "wait-and-see" attitude will not be helpful. The lack of convergence that exists today on some issues will not solve itself with time. I call on all Ministers, on all delegations, to start working immediately in a creative, constructive manner, as you know you are able to do, when there is political will. Above all, keep in mind that you should not, in any way, chop off the branch you are sitting on!
Mr Chairman,

Allow me, as we come to the concluding moments of this Conference, to express my most sincere gratitude to you, for chairing this Ministerial gathering with a firm yet gentle hand. Your professional skills as a shrewd negotiator and politician have been key to the success of this Conference. The WTO community owes you – and your Vice-Chairs, Ministers Johann Schneider-Ammann of Switzerland; Minister Mustapa Mohamed of Malaysia, and Minister Stephen Cadiz of Trinidad and Tobago – a debt of gratitude. 

My thanks go also to Ambassador Fred Agah, Chairman of the General Council, who steered the preparations for this conference in a most competent, balanced and professional manner.  My gratitude goes also to the Swiss authorities, who have, in their usual discreet and competent manner, helped us with security and other logistical aspects of this Conference. Finally, Mr Chairman, allow me to thank the WTO Secretariat staff for their skill and dedication in organizing this Conference. There are many people in the Secretariat, at all levels, who have worked intensively for weeks, if not months, to make this conference run smoothly. Their role may not be a very visible, but it is an essential one, and they deserve your gratitude and mine.

A final message, Mr Chairman, regarding the technical problems encountered at the opening session of this Conference. Following that hiccup, we have negotiated a rebate in the rental price of this conference centre. This rebate will be offered as a contribution to UNICEF – a Christmas present from you all to children in need around the world.

Mr Chairman,


I take this opportunity to express my personal wishes of happiness and success in the New Year to all present. May it be a busy year for us all.

Thank you for your attention.
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