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I would like to express our appreciation to the comprehensive proposal of Switzerland.  We consider it a substantial contribution to the negotiation process.  We also appreciate the positive response to the concerns expressed by a group of countries in transition, including Bulgaria.


I would like to concentrate on some elements of this proposal.


First of all I would like to express our view for the importance of launching a broad round of negotiations which will facilitate the negotiations on agriculture and will contribute to meeting the interests of all Members.  In this regard I would like to express our interest in the sphere of geographical indications for extending the protection to other products besides wine and spirits.


Going further on, concerning market access and domestic support we support the presented view that the further reductions should be made from the bound levels.  At the same time during the negotiations some flexibility should be provided taking into account the specific needs of different Members, including the countries in transition as expressed in our joint proposals – G/AG/NG/W/56 and 57.  We are pleading for objective criteria for specific treatment for groups of countries, including the countries in transition within the frame of the WTO negotiations.  We are also in favour of the proposal to improve the tariff quota administration thus providing better tariff quota utilization.  As regards export competition – we support the proposal for treatment of all forms of export subsidization on an equal footing.  S&D is an integral part of the Agreement and we are supportive for its further improvement for guaranteeing better treatment for the developing countries and economies in transition and addressing their concerns.  Another very important issue is non-trade concerns.  As a country in transition with traditions and high employment in agriculture we recognize the multifunctional role of agriculture and we consider that it should be accommodated in the scope of the new agreement.  Attention should also be paid to the environmental concerns in order to avoid the use of production methods and support measures that may have negative impact on the environment.
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