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G/AG/NG/W/101  (Proposal by Norway) 


South Africa welcomes the proposal made by Norway.  However, South Africa have noted with concern that the proposal falls short of making a genuine contribution towards the substantial progressive reductions in protection and support.  It is our impression that "to protect and preserve" seems to be the major objective of Norway's proposal.  


Regarding the different proposals South Africa would like to comment as follows:


The proposal by Norway on market access leads to protection of products developing countries may have a comparative advantage to produce.


On domestic support South Africa fails to see how the needs of developing countries are to be addressed if countries may decide for which products further reforms may be appropriate.  


On export subsidies, South Africa agrees with Norway that the subsidy element of all export competition measures should be treated equally.  Stricter disciplines on export competition measures however, does not go far enough and South Africa urges Norway to join the call for the elimination of export subsidies.

G/AG/NG/W/135  (Proposal by the Democratic Republic of the Congo)


South Africa would like to thank the Democratic Republic of the Congo for the proposal and can support the proposal in a number of areas.


In the area of market access South Africa supports the substantial reduction of tariffs and tariff peaks by developed countries to enable developing countries to diversify and expand their export base.


We fully support the Democratic Republic of the Congo that liberalisation of agricultural trade and the elimination of export subsidies are genuine solutions to food security.


South Africa further agrees that all countries have non-trade concerns and that they should be addressed in a non-distorting way.

G/AG/NG/W/99  (Proposal by Mali)


South Africa welcomes the proposal by Mali and compliments Mali for the straightforward, short and practical proposal.


South Africa supports this proposal because it aims to:


-
Substantially reduce domestic support


-
Eliminate export subsidies


-
Improve market access


The mentioned objectives support the various Cairns Group proposals South Africa has subscribed to.  As has been so clearly expressed by Mali the mentioned objectives are the key to unlocking the development potential in the agricultural sector on the African continent.


As we understand the proposal of Mali to be focussed on specific products, South Africa believes the proposal should include all agricultural products of interest to developing countries.  This round of negotiations can only be successful if the mentioned objectives are addressed in such a way that will ensure that agriculture plays the wealth creating role in developing countries it is currently prevented from by the rich countries of this world.


South Africa would like to urge Mali to continue playing a constructive role in these negotiations and to ensure with South Africa and many other developing countries, that the call for development of developing countries is heard in this negotiations.

G/AG/NG/W/143  (Proposal by Namibia)


South Africa would like to thank Namibia for the proposal, which we support due to its similarity with the proposal of the WTO African Group as well as South Africa's proposals as contained in submitted Cairns Group proposals.  There is some difference in the extent of ambition.


Our support further stems from some similarities of South Africa's agriculture sector with that of our neighbour Namibia in the Southern African region.  As in Namibia the development of agriculture in the rural areas is of great importance to economic development and poverty alleviation.  We also share the dualistic nature of commercial and small-scale production as in Namibia that have to be accommodated in our agricultural policies.


South Africa fully supports Namibia's proposal on the elimination of trade-distorting support.

__________

. /.


