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_________________________________________________________________________________

WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT FOR 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Gaborone, Botswana 20 – 22 September 2005

PROGRAMME 

This Workshop is organised by the WTO in collaboration with the Government of the Republic of Botswana for English-speaking African countries.

The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. The programme is designed to promote awareness of the rôle and significance of government procurement-related policies for the countries of the region and the multilateral trading system; to enhance participants' awareness of key concepts, principles and practices in this area; to exchange information on the implications of different bilateral, regional and multilateral disciplines; and to discuss capacity-building needs, especially with a view to assisting the countries of the region to participate more effectively in WTO and other related activities in this area.

It is anticipated that two participants each from the following countries will attend the Workshop: Botswana (host); Egypt; Ethiopia; Gambia; Ghana; Kenya; Lesotho; Malawi; Mauritius; Mozambique; Namibia; Nigeria; Sierra Leone; South Africa; Seychelles; Swaziland; Sudan; Tanzania; Uganda; Zambia; and Zimbabwe. 

To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, it is suggested that participants come prepared, where possible, with material relevant to their domestic and regional policies and practices to contribute to the workshop during the slots indicated for national experiences and in the breakout sessions.



_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1,  20 September 2005, a.m.

08:30
REGISTRATION

09:00   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:20
	1.1
Opening remarks 


	Mr. A. V. Lionjanga, Executive Director, Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Board, Botswana

Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	09:20 – 09:40
	1.2
Participant introductions
	


SESSION 2:
Significance of government procurement and overview of WTO government procurement activities
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:40 – 10:20
	2.1
WTO activities in the area of government procurement: economic and developmental significance


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat



	10:20 – 10:40
	2.2
General discussion
	


10:40 – 11:00

Coffee break

SESSION 3:
Other international and relevant regional activities and initiatives: an overview

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:40
	3.1
Harmonization of MDB procurement guidelines, procurement benchmarking and performance indicators


	Mr. V. Krishnakumar, World Bank  



	11:40 – 12:20
	3.2
Negotiating trade agreements with a government procurement chapter: policy and strategic issues and challenges, and experience and lessons from Mexico


	Mr. José Parra, Mexico


	12:20 – 12:45
	3.3
General discussion
	


12:45 – 14:00

 Lunch break
Day 1,  20 September 2005, p.m.

SESSION 4a:
National experiences, practices and policy perspectives 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30
	4.1
Public procurement system in Botswana: policy, institutional and legal and regulatory framework, and experiences and lessons from reform


	Mr D. W. Ruhukwa, Board Secretary, PPADB, Botswana



	14:30 – 15:10
	4.2
Incorporating domestic policy priorities in a national government procurement reform agenda: experience and lessons from South Africa 


	Mr. Ron Watermeyer, 

Soderlund and Schutte,

South Africa 

	15:10 – 15:40
	4.3
Public sector procurement reforms: the experience of Zambia

	Mr. Paul Manda, Zambia


	15:40 – 16:00
	4.4
General discussion
	


16:00 – 16:30
Coffee break
SESSION 4b:
National experiences, practices and policy perspectives: breakout session 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:30 – 18:00
	4.5
National experiences, practices, and domestic policy perspectives – breakout session 


	Participants

	
	4.6
General discussion
	


Day 2, 21 September 2005,  a.m.

SESSION 5:
Definition, scope and coverage, and the role of non-discrimination
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30

	5.1
Definition and scope of government procurement: conceptual issues and trade perspectives including the principle of non-discrimination


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	09:30 – 10:10
	5.2
Scope and coverage of government procurement rules: Parties' schedules, appendices and general exceptions under the GPA


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, 
WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:30
	5.3
General discussion
	


10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break
SESSION 6a: 
Access to information and fair and open competition 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:25
	6.1
Basic principles and conceptual issues of  relevant international disciplines 


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	11:25 – 12:00
	6.2
Disciplines under the GPA, other relevant WTO experience, and possible developments


	Mr Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	12:00 – 12:30
	6.3
Enhancing transparency and fair and open competition: national experiences and practices


	Mr Peter Makanga and Mr Alfred Vilili, Malawi


	12:30 – 12:45
	6.4
General discussion


	


12:45 – 14:00
Lunch break
Day 2, 21 September 2005,  p.m.

SESSION 6b: 
Access to information and fair and open competition, contd 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:40
	6.5
Transparency in government procurement – aligning national priorities with international disciplines and practices: a conceptual and holistic approach

	Mr. Ron Watermeyer, Soderlund and Schutte,

South Africa

	14:40 – 15:10
	6.6
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalised government procurement regime

 
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	15:10 – 15:30
	6.7
General discussion


	


15:30 – 16:00 
Coffee break
SESSION 7a: 
Implementation and related issues
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:30
	7.1
Implementing trade agreements incorporating a government procurement chapter: experience and lessons from Mexico

	Mr. José Parra, Mexico

	
	7.2
General discussion


	


SESSION 7b:
Implementation and related issues, contd – breakout session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:30 – 18:00
	7.3
Aligning international and multilateral disciplines with domestic legislation, practices and policy priorities: issues and challenges –  breakout session 

	Participants

	
	7.4
General discussion
	


Day 3, 22 September 2005,  a.m.

SESSION 8: Compliance mechanisms

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:40


	8.1
Domestic review procedures: principles, experiences and practices


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	
	8.2
Compliance mechanisms under the GPA


	

	09:40 – 10:00
	8.3
General discussion


	


10:00 – 10:20
Coffee break
SESSION 9:
Realising the benefits of an efficient government procurement system: capacity and institution building issues and challenges

SESSION 9a: Special and differential treatment, (S&D), technical co-operation, and support for capacity building for developing countries

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:20 – 10:50
	9.1
S&D in the WTO for developing countries, technical co-operation and support for capacity building 


	Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	10:50 – 11:30
	9.2
Increasing the use of country procurement systems for development assistance inflows through strengthening partner procurement capacities: current status, issues and challenges

	Mr. V. Krishnakumar, World Bank  



	11:30 – 11:50
	9.3
General discussion


	


SESSION 9b: Realizing the benefits of an efficient government procurement system - breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:50 – 12:00
	9.4
Developing solutions to identified challenges – introduction to the breakout session


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	12:00 – 13:00
	9.5
Developing solutions to identified challenges – 


breakout session

	Participants


13:00 – 14:15
Lunch break
Day 3, 22 September 2005,  p.m.

SESSION 9b, contd: Realizing the benefits of an efficient government procurement system - breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:15 – 15:15
	9.5
Developing solutions to identified challenges – 


breakout session, contd

	Participants

	
	9.6
General discussion
	


SESSION 10: Concluding session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:15 – 15:45

	10.1
 Summary by Workshop Rapporteur
	Mr. Ron Watermeyer, Soderlund & Schutte

	
	10.2
 Closing comments 
	Participants



	
	10.3
 Closing remarks


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat 

Botswana

	15:45
	Close


_________




















