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_________________________________________________________________________________

WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT FOR CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN AND CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES

Istanbul, Turkey, 28 to 30 June 2005

PROGRAMME 

This Workshop is organised by the WTO in co-operation with the Government of the Republic of Turkey for the benefit of Central and Eastern European and Central Asian countries. 

The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement, with particular reference to the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA). The programme is designed to promote awareness of the rôle and significance of government procurement related policies for the countries of the region and the multilateral trading system; to enhance participants' awareness of key concepts, principles and practices in this area; to exchange information on the implications of different bilateral, regional and multilateral disciplines; and to discuss capacity-building needs, especially with a view to assisting the countries of the region to participate more effectively in the WTO's activities in this area.

The Workshop will be held in English.

It is anticipated that two participants each from the following countries will attend the Workshop: Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Tajikistan, Turkey (Host), Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan.

The Workshop will be based on relevant background documentation which will be made available to participants before and/or during the event. To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, it is suggested that participants come prepared, where possible, with material relevant to their domestic and regional policies and practices to contribute to the workshop during the slots indicated for national experiences and in the breakout sessions.



_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1,  28 June 2005, a.m.

08:30
REGISTRATION

09:00   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:20
	1.1
Opening Remarks / Keynote Address


	Mr. Atilla Sahin, Deputy Chairman, Public Procurement Authority, Turkey

Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	09:20 – 09:45
	1.2
Participant introductions
	


SESSION 2:
Significance of government procurement 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:45 – 10:15
	2.1
Significance of government procurement – domestic policy considerations and the international dimension


	Mr. Dan Gordon, GAO, USA

	10:15 – 10:45
	2.2
General Discussion
	


10:45 – 11:15

Coffee Break

SESSION 3:
Overview of WTO work and the national situation in Turkey

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:15 – 12.00
	3.1
Overview of WTO  work on government procurement: basic principles and architecture of the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA)  

	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	12:00  – 12:30
	3.2
Government procurement in Turkey – ensuring transparency and fair competition


	Mr. Kadir Gözel, International Departments and Coordination with EU, Turkey

	12:30 – 12:45
	3.3
General discussion
	


12:45 – 14:00

 Lunch

Day 1,  28 June 2005, p.m.

SESSION 4a:
National experiences and practices

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 15:00
	4.1
National experiences and practices


-
Experiences of GPA Parties and acceding Members


-
Experiences of EU accession countries


-
Offsets and other domestic policy tools


	Mr. Abohlgasem Bayyenat, Iran

Ms Idit Grinboim, Israel

Ms Sakire Kural, PPA, Turkey

Mr. Olexander Shavkovskiy, Ukraine

	15:00 – 15:15
	4.2
General discussion
	


15:15 – 15:45
Coffee Break

SESSION 4b:
National experiences and practices: the international trade dimension – breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:45 – 17:30
	4.3
National experiences: domestic policy considerations and the international trade dimension 
– breakout session 

	Participants

	
	4.4
General discussion
	


Day 2, 29 June 2005,  a.m.

SESSION 5:
The WTO Agreement on Government Procurement: issues concerning definition, scope and coverage
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:45


	5.1
Definition of government procurement 


	Mr. Elies Messaoudi, European Commission

	
	5.2
Scope and coverage of the GPA: Parties' schedules, appendices and general exceptions
	

	09:45 – 10:00
	5.3
Non-discrimination: principles and application under the GPA


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	10:00 – 10:30
	5.4
General discussion
	


10:30 – 11:00

Coffee Break

SESSION 6: 
Access to information and fair competition: disciplines under the GPA and other national and international experiences and practices
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:30
	6.1
Transparency and fair and equitable procedures: relevant provisions in the GPA and possible developments under the ongoing Article XXIV:7 negotiations


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	11:30 – 12:00
	6.2
Transparency and fair and equitable procedures: national and international  experiences 


	Mr. Dan Gordon, GAO, USA

	12:00 – 12:40
	6.3
Transparency and fair and equitable procedures: the EU new procurement regime


	Mr. Elies Messaoudi, European Commission

	12:40 – 13:00
	6.4
General discussion


	


13:00 – 14:15
 Lunch

Day 2, 29 June 2005,  p.m.

SESSION 7: Domestic review procedures

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:15 – 14:45
	7.1
Domestic review procedures: national and international experiences


	Mr. Dan Gordon, GAO, USA

	14:45 – 15:30
	7.2
Challenge procedures under Article XX of the GPA and possible developments in the review of the Agreement



	Mr Elies Messaoudi, European Commission

	
	7.3
Domestic review procedures under the EU procurement regime



	

	15:30 – 15:50
	7.4
General discussion


	


15:50 – 16:15 
Coffee Break

SESSION 8:
Implementation and related issues – breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:15 – 18:00
	8.1
Aligning international and multilateral disciplines with domestic policy priorities: issues and challenges – breakout session 

	Participants

	
	8.2
General discussion
	


Day 3, 30 June 2005,  a.m.

SESSION 9:
Inter-state dispute resolution 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30
	9.1
Consultations and dispute settlement under Article XXII of the GPA


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	
	9.2
General discussion


	


SESSION 10:
Realising the benefits of an efficient government procurement system: capacity and institution building issues and challenges

SESSION 10a: Special and differential treatment, (S&D), technical co-operation, and support for capacity building for developing countries

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	10.1
S&D in the  WTO for developing countries 


-  
Article V of the GPA and developments under the ongoing GPA negotiations 



	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	
	10.2
Technical co-operation and support for capacity building


	

	10:00 – 10:15
	10.3
General discussion


	


10:15 – 10:45
Coffee Break

SESSION 10b: Issues concerning the prevention of collusive tendering

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:45 – 11:15
	10.4
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalised government procurement regime


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	11:15 – 11:30
	10.5
General discussion


	


SESSION 10c: Government procurement and the multilateral trading system: possible approaches for the future – breakout session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 13:00
	10.6
Developing solutions to identified challenges


	Participants


13:00 – 14:15
 Lunch

Day 3, 30 June 2005,  p.m.

SESSION 10c: Government procurement and the multilateral trading system: possible approaches for the future – breakout session, contd

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:15 – 15:45
	10.6
Developing solutions to identified challenges, breakout session, contd


	Participants


SESSION 11: Concluding session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:45 – 16:00


	11.1
 Summary by Workshop Rapporteur


	Mr Dan Gordon, GAO, USA 

	
	11.2
 Closing comments 
	Participants



	
	11.3
 Closing remarks


	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat 

Mr. Kadir Gözel, PPA, Turkey



	16:00
	Close


_________




















