LESOTHO (JOB(02)/99/Add.20 – See G/TBT/W/186, Annex I)

A.  What are your top prioritised TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or capacity building needs? (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  

1.
To raise awareness among senior government officials on importance of standards and implications of TBT.

2.
Establish a national standards setting mechanism (national standards body).

3.
Build capacity among officials so that they incorporate standards and technical regulations in negotiations.

4.
Improve capacity for effectively operating an enquiry point for TBT.

5.
To raise awareness in all sectors on the importance of participating in standards setting process locally and internationally.

6.
Acquisition of basic infrastructure for conformity assessment activities.

7.
Training to build local capacity in quality assurance/management.

8.
Resources and human resources capacity to mount an awareness programme effectively.

B.  Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and capacity building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level, by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?

These needs fit within the national strategy of export-led industrial development and participation in global economy.

C Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and by whom?

Assistance received through regional collaboration programme on standardization, quality assurance, accreditation and metrology (SQAM) from 1993-1998 offered by Government of Norway in the form of capacity building to national focal points and selected industries.  

Need to focus on specific problems of Lesotho which is least developed in SQAM.

D. Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?

Currently receiving no assistance in SQAM

E. Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?
Lesotho is currently participating in Integrated Framework and technical assistance requirements have been put to several development partners.  Request put to European Union through regional programme.

F. Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?

WTO and ISO would be in best position to assist in awareness creation.

Capacity building could be offered in South Africa, Europe or Asia (several countries have attractive programmes).

Any other donors are welcome.

G.
Any other issues to be addressed

Awareness remains the most critical part to allow decision-making by consensus and to bring standards and technical regulations to centre stage of trade given diminishing role of tariff barriers.

