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Programme 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Background


This Regional Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its 2007 Technical Assistance and Training Plan.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund.  The Secretariat acknowledges the kind cooperation of the Government of Malaysia in agreeing to serve as host country for the event.


The Workshop is organized for the following Asian economies:  Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong China, India, Indonesia, Korea (Rep. of), People's Democratic Republic of Lao, Macao China, Malaysia (HOST), Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Timor-Leste, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

Two capital-based representatives, who are directly involved at a technical, practical and/or policy level in the implementation of the TBT Agreement, can be nominated to participate in this Workshop.  In addition, the following WTO Members from the Pacific area have been invited to nominate one capital-based expert to participate in the Workshop:  Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu.

Representatives from a range of relevant international, regional and national organizations, including standard-setting organizations, are also being invited to participate in the Workshop and contribute to the programme and discussions (IEC, ISO, OIML and UNIDO).

Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work of the TBT Committee and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  In particular, they will be asked to prepare for and make brief interventions in the following areas:  (i) specific concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of export interest that may be relevant to the TBT Agreement; (ii) standardization activities; (iii) good regulatory practices; and, (iv) implementation and operation of the Agreement's transparency provisions (i.e., notifications and enquiry points).  
Venue


The Workshop is being held at the Crowne Plaza Mutiara Hotel, Jalan Sultan Ismail, Kuala Lumpur, where participants and resource persons will also be lodged.

WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mrs. Stefania Bernabè (stefania.bernabe@wto.org) or Mr. Erik Wijkström (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org).  On logistical matters, please direct any enquiry to logistics.unit@wto.org
	TUESDAY, 20 november 2007
TBT basics


	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening
Dato’ Abdul Rahman Mamat
Secretary-General
Ministry of International Trade and Industry


	09:30 – 10:30
	An introduction to the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will present the background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement.

	***  10:30 – 11:00  Coffee break ***  


	11:00 – 12:30
	TBT issues in the Region

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to the TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns.


	
	Malaysia


	Malaysia's experience with specific trade concerns.

	
	Participants
	Participants will be asked to make brief interventions that may, for example, deal with actual or potential trade concerns that have arisen in the Region.    

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  *** 


	14:00 – 15:30
	Principles of the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	In this session, the WTO Secretariat will present and explore key principles of the TBT Agreement relating to harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade and will give a short explanation of the EC-Sardines case.

	*** 15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break ***


	16:00 – 17:00
	International standards and international standard-setting organizations

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will briefly outline the relevant provisions in the TBT Agreement.

	
	ISO
	In this session, representatives of international standard-setting organizations will be invited to inform the Workshop of the work of their respective institutions.

	
	
	


	WEDNESDAY, 21 november 2007
international standards in the area of conformity assessment and good regulatory practice


	
	

	09:00 – 12.00
	International standards in the area of Conformity Assessment

Break for coffee:  10:30 – 10:45

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will briefly introduce the relevant TBT provisions and work of Committee with respect to conformity assessment.



	
	IEC ISO and OIML
	International standard-setting organizations will be invited to explore different aspects of this topic.


	
	UNIDO 
	The UNIDO will be invited to illustrate its work on the subject.

	
	

	12:00 – 13:00
	Experiences in Standardization and Conformity Assessment Activities



	
	Participants
	In this session, participants will be invited to make interventions on  standardizing activities, including on conformity assessment.


	
	Lunch break (13:00 – 14:00)



	14:00 – 15:15
	Good Regulatory Practice (GRP)

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will outline the work carried out by the TBT Committee in this respect.


	
	United States
European Communities
	In this session, representatives  from invited WTO Members will illustrate their experience in implementing good regulatory practices.


	
	
	

	15:15 – 16:00
	Good Regulatory Practice (cont'd)

	
	Participants
	In this session, participants will be invited to make interventions on good regulatory practice.


	17:00 – 21:30

Visit to PutraJaya and Dinner at PutraJaya Lake Club

Organized by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry of Malaysia (MITI)



	
	
	


	THURSDAY, 22 november 2007 
transparency and capacity building


	
	

	09:00 - 12:30
	Transparency Provisions
Break for coffee:  10:30 – 11:00


	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.


	
	European Communities
United States
	Representatives of invited Members will make a presentation on their  notification system.


	
	Participants
	Participants will make brief presentations on steps they have taken to implement the transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement (15.2 Statement, notifications, Enquiry Point, etc.).  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00
	Panel on Technical Cooperation 

Break for coffee:   15:15 – 15:30



	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to TBT Agreement provisions on technical assistance and special and differential treatment.  Relevant work of TBT Committee will also be discussed.


	
	UNIDO, OIML ISO, IEC 

	International organizations will be invited to brief participants on their  capacity building activities.


	
	Participants
	Identification of capacity building priorities of the Region.


	16:00
	Conclusion and Summing up


__________

Speakers:

WTO Secretariat

Mr. Erik Wijkström
Counsellor

Trade and Environment Division

Ms. Stefania Bernabè

Economic Affairs Officer

Trade and Environment Division

Malaysia:

Ms. Salmah Mohd Nordin

Manager WTO/TBT Enquiry Point and Publications

Standards Management Department

SIRIM Berhad

Invited Members:

Mr. Jeff Weiss

Office of the United States Trade Representative - USTR

United States

Ms. Meike Wolf

DG Enterprise and Industry

Unit C3 – Notifications of Technical Regulations

European Commission

International organizations

IEC – International Electrotechnical Commission

Mr. Chris Agius

Secretary IECQ and IECEx
ISO – International Organization for Standardization

Mr. Sean McCurtain

Head, Conformity Assessment

OIML – International Organization for Legal Metrology

Mr. Ian Dunmill

Assistant Director General l 
UNIDO – United Nations Organization for Industrial Development

Mr. Ouseph Padickakudi

Trade Capacity Building Branch
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