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Background


This  Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its Biennial Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2008-2009.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund. 

The Workshop is organized for the following Members and Observers:  Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong China, India, Indonesia, Korea (Rep. of), Lao People's Democratic Rep of, Macao (China), Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Timor-Leste, Thailand and Viet Nam (host).  Two capital-based representatives from WTO Members directly involved at a technical, practical and/or policy level in the implementation of the TBT Agreement have been nominated to participate in this Workshop.    

Representatives from a range of relevant international and regional organizations are also being invited to participate in the Workshop and contribute to the programme and discussions.  Expert speakers from other Members of the WTO will offer their experiences on the implementation of the TBT Agreement.
Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  

Working in groups, participants will be asked to propose concrete initiatives to deal with TBT-related implementation challenges in the Region, as well as in their own economies.  It is important that participants are fully informed of – and can speak about – concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of exports interest to their economies.  They should also have good knowledge of standardization activities in their economies, conformity assessment infrastructure, and how the implementation of the Agreement's transparency provisions works (i.e., operation of notifications and enquiry points).  
Venue


The Workshop is being held at the 


Sofitel Plaza Hanoi 

1 Thanh Nien Road

Hanoi 

Viet Nam

http://www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-3553-sofitel-plaza-hanoi/index.shtml
WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mr. Erik Wijkström (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org) with a copy to Ms Johanna van Zanten (johanna.vanzanten@wto.org).  On logistical matters, please direct any enquiry to logistics.unit@wto.org.
	TUESDAY, 24 November 2009
TBT basics



	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening


	09:30 – 10:30
	The TBT Agreement and the Work of the Committee

	
	WTO
	An overview of the TBT Agreement, current discussions on the implementation of the Agreement, using the TBT Committee


	***  10:30 – 11:00  Coffee break ***

	11:00 – 12:30
	Comments / experiences on implementation

	
	Discussion
	Developed and developing country perspectives



	
	Group Work
	Exercise Question 1 



	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  ***



	14:00 – 15:15
	Good Regulatory Practice

	
	WTO
	Good Regulatory Practice and the TBT Agreement

	
	Mr. Fabrizio Sacchetti

TBT Expert 

European Commission


	The EC Experience 


	
	Mr. Jeff Weiss

TBT Expert 

USTR


	The US Experience 


	***  15:15 – 15:30  Coffee break ***  



	
	Ms Xueyan Guo

TBT Expert 

China


	The Chinese experience 


	
	Group Work 


	Exercise Question 2



	WEDNESDAY, 25 november 2009
implementation 


	
	

	09:00 – 10:30
	Standards and the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	Introduction of Session

	
	Mr. Tran Van Hoc

Representative of the ISO, Director of Standards Department, Directorate of Standards, Metrology and Quality, Viet Nam


	The ISO and Viet Nam's experience in the use of International Standards.


	
	Mr. Dennis Chew

IEC Asia-Pacific Regional Centre (IEC-APRC)


	International standardization and how the IEC helps developing countries


	***  10:30 – 10:45  Coffee break ***  


	10:45 – 12:30
	Comments / experiences on implementation

	
	Discussion
	Developed and developing country perspectives



	
	Group Work 


	Exercise Question 3


	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  ***


	14:00 – 15:15
	Conformity Assessment

	
	WTO
	Introduction of Session

	
	Mr. Lalith Goonatilake

Director, Trade Capacity Building Branch, UNIDO
	Building quality infrastructure for TBT


	***  15:15 – 15:30  Coffee break ***  


	15:30 – 16:30
	Comments / experiences on implementation

	
	Discussion
	Developed and developing country perspectives



	
	Group Work 


	Exercise Question 4



	THURSDAY, 26 november 2009 

transparency and  Key challenges


	
	

	09:00 - 10:15
	Transparency Provisions in the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	Introduction of Session


	
	Ms Xueyan Guo

TBT Expert 

China


	The Chinese experience 


	***  10:15 – 10:30  Coffee break ***


	10:30 - 12:30
	Mr. Jeff Weiss

TBT Expert 

USTR

	The US Experience 


	
	Mr. Fabrizio Sacchetti

TBT Expert 

European Commission


	The EC Experience 


	
	Group Work 


	Exercise Question 5


	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break ***

	14:00 – 15:15
	Identifying Key Challenges in the Region

	
	WTO
	Introduction of Session


	
	Discussion 
	Exercise Questions 6 and 7


	***  15:15 – 15:30  Coffee break ***



	15:30
	Conclusion


__________
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