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WTO national workshop ON the agreements on 
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE (TBT) and 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS)
Sofia, Bulgaria
25-26 July 2006
Programme

(as of 12 July 2006)


This national workshop is organized at the request of Bulgaria. 


The workshop is designed to highlight and clarify the main principles and provisions of the  TBT and SPS Agreements, with particular focus on the operation of notification procedures and Enquiry Points.  It also intends to update capital-based officials on the current discussions in the TBT and SPS Committees and to provide a forum to share experiences amongst the participants on different TBT/SPS aspects, namely with regard to the current situation of the implementation and administration of the Agreements.

25 July 2006
09.30 – 10.00 
Opening remarks 


Bulgarian authorities


Structure and Objective of the Workshop



WTO representatives
SESSION ONE 
Overview of the WTO
10.00 – 10.45 
The WTO and non-tariff barriers


Principles, Functioning and Structure of the WTO


Non-tariff Barriers and the TBT and SPS Agreements
10.45 – 11.00
Coffee break

SESSION TWO

Overview of the TBT and SPS Agreements 
11.00 – 12.00
The SPS Agreement – key provisions (Mrs. Serra Ayral - WTO)
12.00 – 13.00
The TBT Agreement – key provisions (Mrs. Stefania Bernabè - WTO)
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch
SESSION THREE
National Experience and the Work of the TBT and SPS Committees
14:30 – 15:15
The functioning of the Bulgarian TBT/SPS Enquiry Point(s) (Representative(s) from Bulgaria)
15:15 – 15:30 Coffee break
15:30 – 16:15
The TBT Committee and current issues (Mrs. Stefania Bernabè - WTO)
· TBT Specific Trade Concerns

· The 4th Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement
16:15 – 17:00
The SPS Committee and current issues (Mrs. Serra Ayral - WTO)
· Specific trade concerns

· Regionalization
17:00 – 17:30
Debate
26 July 2006
SESSION FOUR
Information Exchange
09:30 – 10:45
Transparency Provisions of the TBT and SPS Agreements(Mrs. Stefania Bernabè and Mrs. Serra Ayral) 
10:45 – 11:00 Coffee break

11:00 – 12:00
Practical Exercise (in groups):  Notifications under the TBT and SPS 


Agreements (WTO and participants)
12.00 – 13.00 
Practical exercise (break out groups):  how to benefit from the 



transparency provisions – the process of dissemination of information and 

the role of Enquiry Points (WTO and participants)
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch

14.00 – 15:00
Debate.  Closing remarks.
__________
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