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WTO Regional Workshop for East Africa and other COMESA Members on the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
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Lusaka, Zambia, 20-22 April 2004

– Final Programme –

The workshop is organized by the WTO as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2004. It is financed by the Global Trust Fund, in cooperation with the Common Market for East and Southern Africa (COMESA).  Officials who are responsible for the TBT Agreement from Angola, Burundi, Comoros, D.R. Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe have been invited.


The objective of the Workshop is to assist participating countries in the understanding and clarification of the main principles and provisions of the TBT Agreement.  The programme is designed to raise awareness on the importance of the implementation and administration of the Agreement;  to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee and to provide a forum for participants to share experiences on the various TBT issues, in particular with regard to the recent recommendations arising from the Third Triennial Review, adopted in November 2003.  Particular emphasis is given to provide guidance on notification procedures and the functioning of Enquiry Points, through presentations, practical exercises and break-out sessions.
Tuesday 20 April 2004
Opening Session
9:00 – 09:20
Opening Ceremony – COMESA and Zambian Authorities

09:20 – 09:30
Structure and Objective of the Workshop – Stefania Bernabè, Ludivine Tamiotti (WTO)
Session 1
Overview of the WTO

09:30 – 10:15
Introduction to the WTO – (WTO)
10:15 – 10:30
Questions and answers
Coffee Break (10:30 – 10:45)

Session 2
Overview of the TBT Agreement

10:45 – 11:45
The TBT Agreement – Ludivine Tamiotti (WTO)
· History

· Main principles

· Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures

11:45 – 12:00
Questions and answers
12:00 – 12:30
Brief Introduction to the SPS Agreement – Stefania Bernabè (WTO)
· Comparison with the TBT Agreement
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)


Session 3
Implementation and Administration of the TBT Agreement: Article 15.2
14:00 – 14:45
WTO Members' Obligation under Art. 15.2 – Stefania Bernabè (WTO)
· Decision of the Committee (G/TBT/1/Rev.8) and Statements made
· Why is it important?
14:45 – 15:15
The Experience of Members
· Zimbabwe – Ms. Romana Marunda
· Mauritius – Mr. Naguib Soomauroo
· Zambia (TBC) 

15:15 – 15:30
Questions and answers
Coffee Break (15:30-15:45)

15:45 – 17:30
Round Table on the Implementation and Administration of the Agreement 
Participants' presentations and COMESA and  WTO Concluding Remarks
Wednesday 21 April 2004

Session 4
Working Session on Notifications and Enquiry Points
09:00 – 9:45
Transparency Provisions in the TBT Agreement – Stefania Bernabè (WTO)
· Notification procedures

· Enquiry Point/ Central Government Authority
· The Code of Good Practice
9:45 – 10:00
Questions and answers

10:00 – 10:45
Practical Exercise on Notifications – Stefania Bernabè (WTO) and participants
· Preparing notifications
· Understanding notifications
Coffee break (10:45 – 11:00)

11:00 – 12:30
Break Out Groups
· Role and Experience in the Enquiry Points of Countries in the Region – Participants in groups
- Analysis of the responses to the questionnaire
· Reports and Discussions – Rapporteurs and WTO
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

Session 5
Harmonization

WTO Perspective

14:00 – 14:45
The TBT Agreement and Harmonization – Ludivine Tamiotti (WTO)
· Provisions

· International standards

· The EC-Sardines Case

14:45– 15:00
Questions and answers

International Standardizing Bodies Perspective

15:00 – 15:45
The work of Codex Alimentarius – Georges Codijas (Codex)
15:45 – 16:00
Questions and answers
Coffee break (16:00 – 16:15)

Regional Perspective

16:15 – 17:00
Work on the TBT Agreement, Regional Developments – Sam Mwambazi (COMESA)
· Objectives, expected results
· National implementation
17:00 – 17:30
Questions and answers
Thursday 22 April 2004

Session 6
The TBT Committee
09:00 – 10:00
The TBT Committee – Ludivine Tamiotti (WTO)
· Structure; Role and Functions

· The Third Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement – results

· Specific Trade Concerns

- Concerns raised

- How to deal with trade concerns ?
10:00 – 10:30
Trade Concerns: Experiences of Participants – Participants
Coffee break (10:30 – 11:00)
Session 7
The TBT Agreement and Technical Assistance

11:00 – 11:30
Technical Assistance – Stefania Bernabè (WTO)
· Provisions in the TBT Agreement

· The TBT Technical Cooperation Programme

- Needs and priorities

- The work ahead

11:30 – 12:00
Regional Experiences in Technical Assistance – COMESA
Closing Session
12:00 – 12:45
Round Table – Participants, Zambia (Chair)
12:45 – 13:00 
Concluding Remarks – WTO, COMESA, Codex, 
_______________
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