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Since this proposal has been submitted just recently and before giving our position in substance on the various elements of the proposal we would like to have an absolutely clear understanding about its implications for our countries I would like to limit myself to one observation of a general nature with a view to receiving some clarifications from the Cairns Group.


Our countries noted with disappointment and I must say with a considerable degree of surprise that the Cairns Group seems to ignore the unique challenges being faced by a significant and increasing group of countries, those which struggle to conclude and consolidate the transition process to a market economy which has proved to be particularly difficult and painful in the agricultural sector.  Our countries have drawn the attention of Members to this issue, vital to them both in economic and political terms, during the AIE-process as well as the preparations for the last Ministerial Conference.  We have noted with satisfaction that there is an increasing recognition of the special challenges that are being faced by our countries, the most recent indication of this is reflected in the US proposal.


Against this background we have read with some concern the proposal which seems to give the impression – which we sincerely want to believe is wrong – that the Cairns Group is following a somewhat bizarre approach and is turning a deaf ear to the specific interests of a large group of countries, in particular with regard to the criteria of exempt support measures.  Should this be the case we would like to state already in this early stage of the negotiations that this is quite unacceptable for our countries and therefore ask the Cairns Group to take into account our very serious concerns.
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