Statement of the United Arab Emirates.
The sectoral component of the Round should not remain orphan in this ministerial week.

Mr Chairman, dear Colleagues,

The proponents of sectoral initiatives note with satisfaction the progresses made by this important component of the Doha Round, as reflected in the last NAMA draft modalities.  We were also happy to hear that sectorals have been discussed in meetings involving Ministers.

However, if the United Arab Emirates recognizes the legitimacy of the focus maintained this week on Ag and NAMA modalities, we are concerned by the lack of impulse when it comes to sectorals because these initiatives are left in the sole hands of their proponents.
As the Doha and the successive Ministerial declarations stressed the importance of the sectoral component; encouraged tariff reduction or elimination “over and above that wich would be achieved by the formula modality” and “instructed Members to identify sectoral initiatives which could garner sufficient participation”; and as participants in sectorals will have only two months from the date of establishment of modalities to define their participation plus one more month to incorporate their commitments in their schedules, my candid question is: if nothing is done this week in this respect, are we going to call a sectoral ministerial meeting just after the summer holidays? Indeed, at the end of the day, sectorals will need serious discussion, and political drive.  So, Mr Chairman, without being cruel with those who work so hard until the middle of the nights, can’t we try to make the best use of the presence now in Geneva of so many Ministers and high level officials to at least table one widely inclusive discussion on sectorals?
We think that we should use this week’s window of opportunity to encourage Members to engage more proactively into sectoral discussions.

In our view, while pondering over what they will loose and gain with the formulae, Members should not loose sight of the advantages of sectorals:

· Sectorals will foster the competitiveness of developed countries and will bring considerable benefits for developing countries
· Sectorals will promote economic growth and jobs creation.

· Sectorals will help develop export-oriented industries.

· Sectorals will stimulate investment, especially in downstream activities.

· Sectorals will boost inter-regional trade.

· Sectorals will lower production and transformation costs.

· Sectorals will contribute to optimizing supply chains and to achieving a fair-level playing field in many areas.

· Sectorals will offer to consumers a wider and more affordable choice of products.

· Sectorals will increase life standards and, for example, access to quality healthcare where it is most needed.

As we can see, there are a lot of good reasons to start now being serious about sectorals. Their benefits are big and quick to get. All WTO Members can benefit from sectorals.
Thank you Mr. Chairman.

