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Referenz: 2008-07-24/46
Intervention by Federal Councillor D. Leuthard at the TNC on 24 July 2008
Chairman, 

You called Ministers to a negotiation to Geneva. You asked us to take time, to put our energy in the process, to negotiate. Many of my colleagues and myself have followed your call.

However, you changed at short hand the process and decided to work in one very small group only. By doing so, you have put many of us Ministers in the waiting room - which creates political problems for me at home because I am not able to defend fully the Swiss interests - many colleagues of developing countries are in the same situation.

I have strong doubts on the composition of the small group, which does not reflect the interests and sensitivities of many countries in particular the ones of the smaller G10 countries like mine. - This is very difficult for me to accept.

Last Tuesday you told us, that there are topics which you do not want to discuss in the green room at this stage. One of these is the capping-issue, which is very sensitive to my country. I have been informed, that nonetheless this topic has been discussed in the small group - in our absence. - This is unacceptable.

On the three TRIPS issues I would like to thank the Norwegian Minister to have accepted to follow in your footsteps to act as a facilitator to work out a solution. However, I am concerned that a meeting with opponents scheduled yesterday was cancelled. This might indicate that the opponents still strongly resist to engage and discuss the proposal submitted by 106 WTO Members on modalities decisions for the three TRIPS issues GI-extension, CBD-TRIPS and the GI-Register. 

Switzerland has consistently made the point that a solution for GI-extension is for us a prerequisite as we face a daily worsening deal in agricultural - and even more, since we have not even a beginning of a negotiation on NAMA and services.

At this very critical phase of the negotiations utmost attention must be given to the comfort all members need and it is of crucial importance to ensure a strong political ownership of the results. This can only be achieved by broad Ministerial involvement.

I am urging you Pascal to continue the process with a larger Ministerial involvement.
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