Statement of Israel

Informal TNC 21 July 2008

Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Your Excellencies, honorable Members of the WTO, dear colleagues,

We first would like to welcome to Geneva Ministers and Senior officials attending this week from various capitals.

 Israel further wishes to express its thanks and appreciation to the Director General and in the Chairs of the various negotiating bodies for their work in the pursuance of an agreement that would allow us to conclude the DDA negotiations successfully.

M. Chairman, I will be brief and touch shortly upon several key issues of substance and process for Israel.

First of all, regarding the process: Israel wishes to stress the crucial importance a transparent and inclusive process has for our delegation at this stage. To this end, Israel considers the gathering of the TNC on a daily basis for updates to the wider membership as crucially important. Though we fully understand the practical need for a 'concentric circles' approach, we reaffirm that important decisions will only be taken by the overall Membership of the WTO.

Let me now turn to the substance of the issues on our agenda this week. 

In general, Israel welcomes the focus on Agriculture and NAMA. While we certainly have our interests and concerns in other areas of the single undertaking as well, we nevertheless concur that a Modalities agreement in Agriculture and NAMA is the most urgent objective at hand. 

· Israel's main sensitivities lie in the Agriculture negotiations. Here we seek a balanced outcome that would provide for necessary flexibilities, in particular in the market access Pillar. The agreed Modalities should not deprive in any way members from their ability to legitimately allow for the continued existence of a viable agricultural sector.  In this context, Israel rejects the notion of flat tariff capping. Already a net food importer, with a highly efficient and productive farming sector,  Israel further seeks appropriate accommodations via recourse to sensitive and/ or special products, which may mitigate the potentially harsh effects of the general tired formula.

· On NAMA: Israel considers that the recent revision of the draft modalities which was published by the chair of the negotiating group constitutes a very good basis to reach an agreement on the core modalities: ,i.e coefficients in the Swiss formula for tariff reduction, and various flexibilities available to developing members in the framework of the “sliding scale”. Israel maintains a principal position that our aim should be reaching an agreed language concerning the flexibilities that would accommodate all developing members. We are not keen, from a systemic point of view, on seeing too many country specific exceptions and derogations in an agreed multilateral text on NAMA. On the contentious issue of the so called “anti concentration” clause- Israel fully understands the concerns of various proponents on this issue. We do not consider however, that it would be appropriate to have a too restrictive discipline regarding possible concentration of flexibilities.  We view the recent language and structure offered by the Chair in his last revision as a good development, which should facilitate a solution on this important issue. 

And turning to the rest of issues, which may be dealt with, I’ll be focusing breifly on Services and TRIPS 

· On Services: Israel regards this issue to be important to any outcome of the DDA. This is clear given the growing share of trade in services in our economy and overall foreign trade. Israel was among the first members to table its initial offer of improved commitments in trade in services, already in April 2003 and we stand ready to submit our revised offer, in the context of a future round of submissions of offers. Israel believes that the recently agreed text from the Chair person of the Council on Trade in Services in Special Session regarding elements needed for the completion of the negotiations, strikes a good and delicate balance in respect to Members’ expectations and concerns regarding the way forward. We are hopeful that enough convergence is found within participants of the “signaling conference” as to send the appropriate feedback and impetus to the multilateral negotiating group.

·   Before concluding I would like to say few words concerning the TRIPS issues: while Israel recognizes the importance of the of the 3 TRIPS related issues which are the subject of long standing debate, we do not consider that those are ripe, as to be included in an outcome of this week. As far as we understand, more work would be needed on the multilateral level, in order to reach an agreement concerning those issues. We would further caution not to over burden the exercise we will be undertakings this week, which is anyhow already complicated and difficult.

Mr. Chairman, Israel remains fully committed to work constructively with other members, as appropriate and as needed, in order to help reaching a Modalities agreement this week.

I thank you

