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Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, JAPAN

As was discussed at the G8 Hokkaido-Toyako Summit earlier this month, the global situation surrounding food has clearly changed. The WTO has a role to play to address such changes, and we all have responsibility to ensure that this body, through these negotiations, will effectively respond to this challenging situation.
As the world’s largest net food importing country, Japan is already providing substantial market access to our trading partners and through this contributed to the economic development of developing countries. Japan has been carrying out drastic agricultural policy reform under our own initiative. Nevertheless, we have already made substantial payments in these negotiations so far. In addition to this, the present text asks for ever increasing burden on importing countries. The G10 ministers met yesterday and delivered a clear message in its press release regarding the major concerns of the net food importing Members.
I came to Geneva fully prepared to engage in a genuine negotiation, despite tremendous pressure prevailing back home from both high expectations towards an agreement and concerns over serious burden the possible agreement will inflict upon us. In order for us to reach an agreement, all the parties concerned, both developed and developing Members, as well as both importers and exporters, have to depart from their long- held positions. I am ready to discuss with other ministers during the negotiation what we can concede and what we cannot.
I will touch upon the specific positions on each issue in the Green Room meetings, other small group meetings, and bilateral meetings. In any case, I would like to continue to negotiate tenaciously until we can arrive at a mutually satisfactory conclusion through the discussions in the coming days.
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