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Mr. Chairman,
Honourable Ministers,

Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates,
Let me start by introducing myself.

I am Hon. Uhuru Kenyatta, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade of the Republic of Kenya.  I am leading the Kenya delegation to these negotiations. The Minister from Cote’d Ivoire is disposed and I have therefore taken over the role of co-ordinator of the African Group. I am therefore speaking on behalf of the African Group.

Mr. Chairman, 

On behalf of the African Group, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the brief on the issues of process and the organisational structure you have put in place for the mini-ministerial meeting. 
The African Group has taken note of the sequence of events for this week and will engage constructively with the aim of moving the negotiations process forward. 

Mr Chairman,  

The African Group expects an outcome that will deliver on the development promise of the Doha mandate in a manner that will enable us to successfully sell the results of the agreed modalities in our respective constituencies. The African Group therefore emphasises the need to strike the right balance on the level of ambition between agriculture and NAMA. 

Mr Chairman,

In agriculture, the African Group underscores the importance of effectively resolving the following issues;   Special Products, Special Safeguard Mechanism, Preferences and reduction in domestic support. 
On special products and special safeguard mechanism we fully support the G33 position relating to issues of rural development, food security and livelihood. 

On preferences, we would like to have an effective solution that takes on board the interest of the African Group. We also share the position of the ACP Group on preferences.
On domestic support, we urge the developed countries to take a leading role in ensuring that we achieve a substantial reduction in trade distorting domestic subsidies.

On Cotton Mr. Chairman, this sub-sector plays an important role in the economic development and poverty reduction in Africa and therefore the Group looks forward for a positive outcome consistent with the mandate that we have agreed upon. 
Mr Chairman,
In NAMA, the African Group calls for a satisfactory outcome on flexibilities for developing countries, Preferences and Non-Tariff barriers. We also expect modalities that would address our concerns regarding sectoral initiatives.
The above issues underpin development of our regions and hence the need to give them priority and special attention in the negotiations. 
 Mr Chairman,

In conclusion, the African Group will participate positively in the negotiations during the week with the aim of ensuring that we reach an agreement on full modalities in agriculture and NAMA. On other issues, such as services, rules and trade facilitation, we consider them equally important and we should work on them to find a positive and balanced outcome. 

Mr. Chairman,

The African Group is looking more towards enhanced fair international trade than aid. We hope that our friends will join us in achieving an acceptable outcome that will deliver development.
Thank you.
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