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Mr. Chairman,

· Thank you for convening this meeting and outlining the way forward if we are to complete Doha Round this year.
· We fully share your assessment: that we have either we make it now or risk never getting there. 

· Today, we must pave the way to reaching an agreement. The economic conditions across the world require it.  We are facing one of the most serious financial crises in memory. Soaring food and fuel prices have made life extremely difficult for most countries but  some of us are in a much worse condition.
· At such a time of crises, the whole world is looking for any good news. The only good news we can give them at this time is Doha Round. 
· For developing countries, it is particularly important that we complete an ambitious Round this year. 
· It is very much doable. Obviously the major economies have to show leadership and take the actions necessary energize our negotiations this week.
· Each one of us has a reason for this Round. For us, it is to save our textiles and clothing industry. More than one-third of our labour force is employed by this sector which accounts for over 60 % of our exports. Our textile industry has been waiting for this moment for a long time and I would find it very hard to return empty-handed. 
· Finally, Mr. Chairman, we assure you of our full support and hope that by the end of this week, you will be able to ask the TNC to adopt the modalities for agriculture and NAMA.

