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Intervention by

H.E. Mr. Mingkwan Sangsuwan
Minister of Commerce of Thailand

at the Informal Open-Ended Trade Negotiations Committee
July 25th, 2008

Mr. Chair,

First of all, thank you for your tireless efforts in organizing the morning TNC sessions this week, despite also chairing many late night meetings. These briefing sessions have been informative and useful, especially for Members who were not involved in the small group meetings.

Thailand remains committed towards a timely and successful conclusion of the Doha Round. We are ready to make constructive contributions to achieve a balanced outcome to the Round. This is why we are here this week.
Mr. Chair, 

From what I have observed, we have achieved relatively little concrete progress despite our genuine desire to bridge the gaps among us. Time has almost run out.
We need to quickly turn the situation around by focusing on the potential common good that could result from reaching an agreement. In any case, as we intensively negotiate in the remaining time that we have, we need to remain considerate of each other’s points of concern as we narrow our remaining differences. 
Mr. Chair,

Given that Thailand was not included in some of the small group meetings held during the past two days, and given that I may not be able to remain in Geneva to see the conclusion of this horizontal process, I would like to take this opportunity to convey the points of concern which are crucial to Thailand as follows.
First, I reemphasize that our desire is to see a balanced outcome in agriculture and NAMA. As such, we place an effective cut in overall trade-distorting domestic subsidies very high on our priority list.

Second, and perhaps our most important priority, is that we cannot accept “zero cut” for Special Products, particularly on rice. With “zero cut” it would be extremely difficult for both economic and political reasons to sell the Doha Development Round to our people. 

Third, on NAMA, we insist that the parameters of the Chair’s text be used as a basis for our negotiation.

Let me assure others that we are prepared to show flexibility in return for the consideration accorded to our main concerns above.
Thank you, Mr. Chair.
------------------------------------
