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	title of the event
	Regional Course on WTO dispute settlement procedures and practices for Asia Pacific (English)

	venue and dates
	Singapore, Singapore, June 4-8, 2007

	Course description
	This course offers training on WTO dispute settlement procedures, through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises, including dispute settlement simulations.  It covers all stages of the WTO dispute settlement proceedings, and contains both lectures and practical exercises designed to illustrate key points and expose participants to the type of procedural issues that may be encountered at various stages of dispute settlement proceedings in the WTO.

	Objectives
	This course aims to provide participants with an improved knowledge of WTO dispute settlement rules, procedures and practices, and an enhanced capacity to apply and integrate this knowledge into their own professional activities. The participants should also become aware of the scope and current state of the on-going multilateral negotiations on the improvement and clarification of the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding.


The Seminar will have two basic components: 

(a) Presentations on subjects such as the basic principles of the WTO legal system, the basic features of the rules and procedures of the WTO dispute settlement system, and the scope and main issues involved in the on-going negotiations on the improvement and clarification of the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding, and 

(b) Practical exercises, through the simulation of a WTO trade dispute.

By the end of the course, participants will have enhanced their understanding of dispute settlement related procedures, thus facilitating their effective participation in WTO dispute settlement and in the DSU negotiations under the DDA.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Hong Kong, China; Republic of Korea, Macao, China; Chinese Taipei (WTO-funded)
Bangladesh, Bhutan (Obs); Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Fiji; India; Indonesia; Lao PDR (Obs); Malaysia; Maldives; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Samoa (Obs); Singapore (host); Sri Lanka; Solomon Islands; Thailand; Tonga (Obs); Vanuatu (Obs); Viet Nam (non-WTO funded)
The officials are required to:
(1) have responsibilities in the area of dispute settlement
(2) have a basic understanding of the general principles underpinning the operation of the WTO system 



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the government authorities from the four WTO-funded participating countries (Hong Kong, China; Republic of Korea, Macao, China; Chinese Taipei) through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Singapore will address letters of invitation to the other participating countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan (Obs); Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Fiji; India; Indonesia; Lao PDR (Obs); Malaysia; Maldives; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Samoa (Obs); Singapore (host); Sri Lanka; Solomon Islands; Thailand; Tonga (Obs); Vanuatu (Obs); Viet Nam) through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course.



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation):
The Legal Texts: The Results of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations

Handbook on Dispute Settlement
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By the end of the Seminar, the participants should have an improved knowledge of WTO dispute settlement rules, procedures and practices, and an enhanced capacity to apply and integrate this knowledge into their own professional activities. The participants should also become aware of the scope and current state of the on-going multilateral negotiations on the improvement and clarification of the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding.


The Seminar will have two basic components: 

(c) Presentations on subjects such as the basic principles of the WTO legal system, the basic features of the rules and procedures of the WTO dispute settlement system, and the scope and main issues involved in the on-going negotiations on the improvement and clarification of the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding, and 

(d) Practical exercises, through the simulation of a WTO trade dispute.


The success of the Seminar depends on active involvement by the participants.
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Programme

Monday, june 4

8:30 – 9:00

Registration of participants
9:00 – 10:30

Introduction and Basic Principles of the GATT/WTO Legal System 

10:30 – 10:45

Coffee Break
10:45 – 12:30
Basic Principles of the GATT/WTO Legal System (Continued)

12:30 – 14:00

Break for Lunch

14:00 – 15:30

Basic Principles  (Continued)

15:30 – 15:45

Coffee Break
15:45 – 17:00
Basic Principles (Continued)

Tuesday, june 5
9:00 – 10:30
Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Aims and Objectives and Consultations)
10:30 – 10:45

Coffee Break
10:45 – 12:30
Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Panel Process) 
12:30 – 14:00

Break for Lunch

14:00 – 14:30
Rules and Procedures of the WTO Dispute Settlement System (Panel Process Continued)

14:30 – 15:30
The WTO Dispute Settlement System (Appellate Review) 

15:30 – 15:45

Coffee Break
15:45 – 17:00
The WTO Dispute Settlement System (Appellate Review Continued and Implementation) 

Wednesday, june 6 

9:00 – 10:00

The WTO Dispute Settlement System (Implementation Continued) 

10:00 – 10:30

Short Practical Exercises 
10:30 – 10:45

Coffee Break
10:45 – 12:30

DSU: Statistical Information; Asia/Pacific participation 

12:30 – 14:00

Break for Lunch

14:00 – 15:30
Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise Orientation (Request for Panel Establishment)

15:30 – 15:45

Coffee Break 
15:45 – 17:00
Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise (Continued) 

Thursday, june 7 

9:00 – 10:30

Group Preparation for Dispute Simulation Exercise 
10:30 – 10:45

Coffee Break

10:45  - 11:15

Panel Internal Meetings

11:15 – 12:30

Presentation to Panels and Q and A by Panel

12:30 – 14:00

Break for Lunch

14:00 – 14:30

Panel Deliberations 

14:30 – 15:00

Panel Ruling

15:30 – 15:45

Coffee Break
15:45 – 17:00
Discussion of Practical Exercise and Appeal Process (Preparation of Notice of Appeal); Discussion of possible implementation measures

Friday, june 8 

9:00 – 10:30
Discussion of Implementation Process (Short Exercise)

10:30 – 10:45

Coffee Break
10:45 – 12:30

Summary of DSU Negotiations (Continued) 

12:30 – 14:00

Break for Lunch

14:00 – 15:00

Q&As, Clarifications, etc.

15:00 – 15:30

Wrap-up and Completion of Evaluation Forms
Activity Sheet
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