World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on Trade in Services for the Arab and Middle East Countries

	venue and dates
	Abu-Dhabi, 17 to 19 April 2007

	Course description
	This workshop, which is co-organized with Arab Monetary Fund (AMF), offers training to government officials on the WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises.  It will address the key concepts of the GATS, with particular focus on scheduling of commitments.   The event will feature a series of lectures, case studies, and interactive exercises designed to enhance participants' understanding of technical aspects of the preparation of offers and to update them on developments in the negotiations.

	Objectives
	By the end of the programme, participants will have strengthened their understanding of the structure, principles, and main provisions of the GATS, and enhanced their knowledge and ability to prepare schedules of specific commitments/offers in services.  

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, AMF.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this workshop are government officials from Ministries responsible for Trade in Services: 
The officials are required to:
(a) have direct involvement and are active participants in the DDA Services negotiations; 
(b) have received prior training on the GATS


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)
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Tuesday, 17 April    

 9:30-9:45
Opening Ceremony



Introduction:  Purpose and Objectives of the Workshop

10:15-12:15
Overview of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) {DH}









-
Characteristics of trade in services and economic importance


-
Role of multilateral trade obligations and negotiations


-
Developmental implications of services liberalization


-
Scope of the Agreement and Modes of Supply



-
Role of MFN obligation and other general provisions and exceptions


-
Role of schedules of specific commitments 

12:45-2:30
National Schedules of Specific Commitments
{JM}



-
Market access, national treatment, additional commitments: meaning of these obligations and illustration with examples.


-
How schedules are structured, what they imply, and how they should be read and prepared.  


-
MFN exemption lists


Practical Exercise in Relation to Schedules of Specific Commitments {DH, JM}

Wednesday, 18 April 

8:30-10:00
Overview of MENA Schedules {DH}


-
Existing GATS Commitments


-
Offers

10:30-12:15
Recent WTO Accessions {JM}


-
Pattern of GATS Commitments

12:45-2:30
Regional Presentations (organized by the Arab Monetary Fund)


-
Mr. Jamal Zarrouk:  Trade Liberalization in Services in the GCC countries.
 

Thursday, 19 April 

8:30-10:00
The new round of services negotiations {DH} 





-
Basic mandate (Articles XIX and IV) and subsequent Ministerial guidance (e.g., Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration).


-
Procedures and guidelines for the negotiations 


-
Preparation of requests and offers


-
State of Play in the Negotiations 

10:30-12:15
Domestic Regulation {DH}

-
Relationship between Articles XVI (Market Access) and XVII (National Treatment) with domestic regulations 

-
Negotiations on domestic regulation disciplines 



Financial Services {JM}

-
The Annex on Financial Services

-
The Understanding on Commitments in Financial Services

-
Overview of Current Negotiations on Financial Services

12:45-2:30
Regional Trade Agreements {JM}

-
Services in Recent FTAs

-
Comparison of Commitments in Recent FTAs with GATS Commitments

-
Implications of FTA proliferation for Doha Negotiations and the Multilateral Trading System



Wrap-up Discussion of Regional Issues

Activity Sheet








