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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Government Procurement for Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asian Countries (English)

	venue and dates
	Joint Vienna Institute, Vienna, Austria

27 to 29 November 2007

	Course description
	This Workshop addresses policy-related issues on government procurement both generally and as they relate to trade. Its purpose is to inform participants of WTO activities in this area as well as to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. 
The theme of the Workshop is: "Promoting transparency, competition and national trade interests in government procurement markets: the role of international trade agreements." 
Participants consider policy issues and challenges relating to the achievement of value for money in national procurement systems and to advancing national trade interests in government procurement markets. They also explore the role and implications of international co-operation in this respect.  The Workshop further addresses issues, challenges, and related flexibilities pertaining to developing and transition economies' participation in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension. A particular focus is placed on the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) as a practical illustration of one approach to a trade accord in this area. Relevant activities and  initiatives in the region and beyond are  also covered.


	Objectives
	The objectives of this programme are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of the procedural and coverage-related aspects of government procurement agreements and their implications for domestic procurement regimes and related domestic policies; (ii) to familiarize participants with WTO activities related to government procurement; and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making relating to international co-operation in this area at the national and regional levels.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event.

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO;  Joint Vienna Institute (Vienna)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this activity is government officials from some or all of the following countries: 

Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Each participating country is encouraged to send two officials – one from its trade or commerce ministry and one from the national procurement authority or other ministry with policy responsibility in this area. Only nominations from national authorities are considered. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 




_________________________________________________________________________________

WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

FOR CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES 

Joint Vienna Institute, Vienna, Austria 

27-29 November 2007
PROGRAMME 

This Workshop is organized by the WTO Secretariat pursuant to the Secretariat's 2007 Technical Assistance Plan (WT/COMTD/W/151 and Corr.1), in co-operation with the Joint Vienna Institute, for the benefit of participants from Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asian countries.

The theme of this Workshop is: "Promoting transparency, competition and accountability in government procurement markets: the role of the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) and related international instruments and activities."
The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade-related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. The broad objectives of the programme are:  (i) to enhance participants' awareness of the principles and modalities concerning transparency, effective competition and accountability in government procurement markets; (ii) to familiarize participants with WTO activities related to government procurement, with particular reference to the provisionally agreed revised text of the GPA and related negotiations; and (iii) to facilitate policy development and decision making relating to international co-operation in this area at the national and regional levels. 
The programme adopts an interactive approach emphasizing embedded breakout sessions to encourage consideration of practical issues, networking, and the exchange of information and sharing of experiences.

It is anticipated that two participants each from the following countries will attend the Workshop: Albania, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Israel, Kazakhstan, Moldova,  Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.
To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, participants are encouraged to come prepared, where possible, with relevant material to contribute to the workshop.

_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1,  27 November 2007, a.m.

08:30
REGISTRATION

09:00   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:15

	1.1
Opening remarks 


	Mr. Robert Anderson 

WTO Secretariat




09:15 – 09:20
Interlude

09:20 – 09:40
Participant introductions

SESSION 2:
Economic and developmental significance of government procurement 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:40 – 10:10
	2.1
Significance of national procurement systems for development and trade

	Prof Daniel Gordon

George Washington University Law School



	10:10 – 10:30
	2.2
General discussion
	


10:30 – 11:00
Coffee break

SESSION 3:
Multilateral disciplines and activities: an overview

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:40

	3.1
Overview of WTO's work on government procurement: basic architecture of the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA)

	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat



	11:40 – 12:10

	3.2
The UNCITRAL Model Law on Procurement of Goods, Construction and Services: synergies and complementarities with WTO's work 

	Ms Caroline Nicholas

UNCITRAL



	12:10 – 12:30
	3.3
General discussion


	


12:30 – 14:00

 Lunch break

Day 1,  27 November 2007, p.m.

SESSION 4a:
Transparency and accountability in government procurement systems
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30
	4.1
Transparency and accountability in government procurement processes: basic principles and modalities


	Ms Elodie Beth

OECD

	14:30 – 15:00

	4.2
Transparency in government procurement: GPA requirements

	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat

	15:00 – 15:30
	4.3
Procurement through framework agreements: advantages and possible concerns
	Prof Daniel Gordon

George Washington University Law School



	15:30 – 16:00
	4.4
General discussion
	


16:00 – 16:30
Coffee break

SESSION 4b:
Transparency and accountability in government procurement systems, contd  - breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:30 – 17:30

	4.5
Transparency and accountability in government procurement systems: national priorities and the role of international instruments – breakout session

	Participants

	17:30 – 18:00
	4.6
Reporting and general discussion
	


Day 2, 28 November 2007,  a.m.

SESSION 5a:
The treatment of government procurement in international trade agreements: definition, scope and coverage, and the role of non-discrimination

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30


	5.1
Definition and scope of government procurement: conceptual issues and trade perspectives including the role of non-discrimination


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat



	09:30 – 10:10
	5.2
Scope and coverage of the GPA, including: Parties' Appendix I and General Notes 


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:30
	5.3
General discussion
	


10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

SESSION 5b:
Scope and coverage of the GPA, contd – breakout session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 12:00
	5.4
Breakout session:  Assessing Parties' coverage  commitments under the GPA

	Participants

	12:00 – 12:30
	5.5
Reporting and general discussion



12:30 – 14:00
 Lunch break

Day 2, 28 November 2007,  p.m.

SESSION 6: 
Ensuring integrity in government procurement systems
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:40
	6.1
Preventing corruption in government procurement processes: the work of the OECD 

	Ms Elodie Beth

OECD

	14:40 – 15:10

	6.2
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalised government procurement regime


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	15:10 – 15:30
	6.3
General discussion


	


15:30 – 16:00

Coffee break

SESSION 7:
Enforcement procedures

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:30
	7.1
Domestic review procedures: purpose, institutional design and international experience
 
	Prof Daniel Gordon

George Washington University Law School



	16:30 – 17:00
	7.2
WTO dispute settlement procedures under the GPA

	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat



	17:00 – 17:30
	7.3
General discussion


Day 3, 29 November 2007,  a.m.

SESSION 8:
Accession to the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement: modalities, transitional measures, benefits and challenges
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30
	8.1
Pending GPA accessions: current situation and relevant procedures


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	09:30 – 10:00
	8.2
Transitional measures available to acceding countries under the revised GPA



	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat


	10:00 – 10:30
	8.3
Benefits and challenges of GPA accession for developing and transition economies


	Prof Daniel Gordon

George Washington University Law School



	10:30 – 11:00
	8.4
General discussion


	


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee break

SESSION 9: 
Ongoing GPA negotiations and related issues
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 12:00

	9.1
Update on the GPA negotiations


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat


	12:00 – 12:30
	9.2
Use of electronic tools in procurement processes: comparison of the GPA and UNCITRAL approaches


	Ms Caroline Nicholas

UNCITRAL

	12:30 – 12:45
	9.3
General discussion


	


12:45 – 14:00
Lunch break

Day 3, 29 November 2007,  p.m.

SESSION 10a: 
Review and reflection – breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 15:00
	10.1
Small-group work to review and reflect on what has been learned and consider possible policy and related implications – Breakout session

	Participants

	15:00 – 15:30
	10.2
Reporting and general discussion


	Participants


15:30 – 16:00
Coffee break

SESSION 10b: 
Concluding session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:40

	10.3
  Summary by Workshop Rapporteur


	Prof Daniel Gordon

	
	10.4
  Plenary evaluative comments


	Participants



	
	10.5  Concluding remarks
	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat


	16:40
	Close


_________
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