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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop for Parliamentarians from Africa (English)

	venue and dates
	Parliament of Kenya, Nairobi
29 to 31 May 2007

	Course description
	Parliamentarians have a constitutional role to play in the multilateral trading system. They must consider and ratify international trade agreements and ensure their implementation through domestic legislation and appropriate budgetary allocations.  Parliamentarians can also play a wider advocacy role explaining the workings and benefits of the trading system. They would also encourage greater awareness and informed debate on international trade issues.  
It is thus important to assist Parliamentarians to perform their duties.  The greater their understanding of, and involvement in, the trading system, the more effective the system will be. Against this background, the Regional Workshop will focus on four general areas: (1) introduction to the multilateral trading system and selected WTO Agreements, (2) the Doha Development Agenda and process to concluding the round, (3) development issues and issues of particular relevance to Africa, and (4) the parliamentary dimension. 

	Objectives
	The basic objectives of the Regional Workshop are to:

•foster greater understanding of, and interest in, the multilateral trading system;

•inform workshop participants on the basic operations of the multilateral trading system, key issues on the international trade agenda, and the status of the Doha Development Agenda negotiations;

•provide a forum for workshop participants to discuss and exchange views and ideas on trade-related and development-related issues of particular relevance to the Africa region;

•encourage an informed and open debate on the potential role of the WTO in fostering development.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this outreach activity are parliamentarians from: 
Botswana, Cameroon, The Gambia, Ghana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Kenya.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Invitations to the Workshop will be sent by our partners CPA to their local/ National branches in order to select participants. Parliamentarians are expected to be dealing with trade issues within their own constituency. 

Our Partners will also handle all the logistics related to the organization of the workshop including liaising with the host country.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

WORKSHOP FOR PARLIAMENTARIANS

Nairobi, Kenya

29 to 31 May 2007 

DRAFT PROGRAMME

 _________________________________________________________________________________

MONDAY 28 MAY

19.30   -   20.30


Introductory gathering.

TUESDAY 29 MAY

09.00   -   10.00


Opening Ceremony 





Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Secretariat






World Trade Organization Secretariat






Parliament of Kenya




[Group Photo]

10.00   -   11.00


Overview of the Multilateral Trading System and Introduction

to the Basic Principles of the World Trade Organization (WTO)






World Trade Organization

11.00   -   12.30


Doha Development Agenda: Current Status of the Negotiations






World Trade Organization
12.30   -   14.00


Lunch

14.00   -   15.00


Doha Development Agenda: Opportunities and Challenges for the






Africa Region






Speakers to be advised
15.00   -   16.00


The Commonwealth and Trade






Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Secretariat






Commonwealth Secretariat(to be confirmed)
16.00   -   16.30


Coffee

16.30   -   17.30


Breakout Groups on the Multilateral Trading System, Doha






Development Agenda and Challenges for the Africa Region

17.30   -   18.00


Reports back from the Breakout Groups

WEDNESDAY 30 MAY

09.00   -   11.00


Agreement on Agriculture






World Trade Organization






Other Speaker to be advised

11.00   -   11.30


Coffee

11.30   -   13.00


Trade and Development Issues – WTO and Developing Countries






Speakers to be advised
13.00   -   14.00


Lunch

14.00   -   15.30


Parliamentary Dimension of Trade and WTO






Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Secretariat






Other Speakers to be advised
15.30   -   16.00


Coffee

16.00   -   17.00


Breakout Groups on a Parliamentary Dimension of WTO

17.00   -   17.30


Reports back from the Breakout Groups

THURSDAY 31 MAY
09.00   -   10.00


Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA)






World Trade Organization

10.00   -   10.30


Coffee

10.30   -   11.30


Trade in Services






World Trade Organization

11.30   -   12.00


Evaluation Session and Closing Remarks

Activity Sheet








