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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop for Eastern and Central Asia on the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations:  Identification of Needs and Priorities (English) 

	venue and dates
	Vilnius, Lithuania
18-22 June 2007

	Course description
	Through a combination of presentations and interactive working group exercises, this Workshop will (i) provide an overview of the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations and Members' proposals;  (ii)  explain how to conduct a self assessment of needs and priorities using a self assessment tool specially designed for the negotiations;  and (iii) explain the preparatory work necessary to carry out a self-assessment.  The practical exercises of each working group will help  participants to understand how to assess their trade facilitation needs and priorities using a guide developed for this purpose.  The exercises will also improve their understanding of key issues of the proposals made by WTO Members to the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation as well as provide a better overall understanding of the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.
Please note that WTO Members and observers must participate in this regional workshop if they plan to request WTO technical assistance in conducting a national needs assessment on trade facilitation.  


	Objectives
	The aim of the Workshop is to train officials to be able to coordinate and lead government and private sector officials involved in international trade in a self-assessment of needs and priorities as required by the WTO trade facilitation negotiation mandate.  
By the end of the course, participants will understand how to participate more effectively in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations. They will leave the Workshop with an  understanding of the WTO self-assessment "guide" and process and will be ready to undertake preparation for their national needs assessment.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in cooperation with UNCTAD and the World Customs Organization.  Funded by the WTO and the Government of Lithuania.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course is government officials from: 
Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Lithuania, Macedonia FYR, Moldova, Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan
The officials are required to:
(1) be from trade and customs, responsible for inter-agency cooperation, with good networking skills and good knowledge about the roles of agencies involved in cross border trade and how these agencies would be affected by the WTO trade facilitation negotiations,  and
(2) be preferably from their Government's Trade Facilitation Task Force or Committee.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
Reading material (documentation):

TN/TF/W/43/Rev.10;  TN/TF/W/143;  WT/L/579, Annex D;  GATT Article V, VIII, and X.
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	Objectives:  At the end of the course participants will be able to:

· Explain the background ,legal framework, Members' proposals and negotiation process of the WTO Trade Facilitation negotiations.
· Organize, lead and support their country's national needs assessment.


Day 1
8:30 –  9:00 
Registration

9:00 –  9:45 
Opening Ceremony 



Mr. Deividas Matulionis



State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania



Mr. Rimutis Klevečka



Director General, Customs Department under the Ministry 

of Finance of Lithuania
Ms Sheri Rosenow

Counsellor, WTO Trade and Finance and Trade Facilitation Division


Course and Participant Introductions

9:45 – 11:00 
Session 1:   Introduction to the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations 


- Introduction to GATT/WTO System



- Basic principles



- Trade Facilitation in the context of the WTO and the Doha Round


Speaker:  Nora Neufeld, WTO
11:00 – 11:15 
Coffee Break

11:15 –  1:00
Session 2:  Introduction to the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations 



- Introduction of the GATT Articles and negotiation process for TFNG



- The negotiating mandate - Overview of Members' Proposals



- State of Play



Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO 

Background Materials:  WT/L/579 Annex D; GATT Articles V, VIII, X, Secretariat Compilation of Proposals TN/TF/W/43/Rev.10 (review chart on pages 2-9)

	Objective:  To provide an overview of the WTO framework for the trade facilitation negotiations.


1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:15
Session 3:  Special and Differential Treatment 



- introduction of special and differential treatment



- introduction of Members' proposals



Speaker:  Birgit Viohl, UNCTAD
Objective: Participants will gain a better understanding of proposals that have been made by WTO Members on SDT.  This sessions adds to the participants overall understanding of the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.
3:15 – 3:30 
Coffee Break

3:30 – 5:30
Session 4:  Working Group Exercise  – Evaluation of SDT Proposals

Each working group will review WTO Members' third generation proposals and will draft comments and proposals of their own.  They will also consider issues that need to be further defined or negotiated.  Their own implementation needs and priorities should also be considered.


Lead Facilitator:   WTO -  with all speakers as group facilitators

5.30 - 7.30 
Reception hosted by Mr. Deividas Matulionis, State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania



Venue: Holiday Inn Vilnius




Šeimyniškių str. 1




Vilnius




Lithuania
Objective:Participants will learn how to take a close look at Members' proposals and will better understand the types of  issues that they must consider in reviewing and drafting third generation proposals.  In addition, this exercise should help them focus their thinking on how to determine their SDT needs.  
Day 2 
 9:00 – 9:30
Icebreaker

9:30 – 11:00
Session 1:  Introduction to the Self Assessment Guide and Process



- Background



- Objectives


- Structure



- Process 



- Outcome of the Self Assessment


- Preparation – forming a task force or committee



Speakers: Maureen Kidd, World Bank and Thierry Piraux, WCO  

Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143

	Objective:  Provide an overview and explanation of the self assessment tool and guidelines  


11:00 – 11:15 
Coffee Break 

11.15 – 1:00
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise on Identification of Stakeholders


Lead Facilitator:   World Bank  (with all speakers as group facilitators)
1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  5:30
Session 3:  Working Group Exercise – Advance Ruling Model



Lead Facilitator:  WTO

Day 3
9:00 – 10:30
Session 1:  Introduction to Part B of the tool --- Article X Proposals



- Secretariat Compilation Categories A-F



Speaker:  Nora Neufeld, WTO
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Categories A-F
Objective:  Provide guidance on practical use of the self assessment tool and explanation of WTO Members' Article X  proposals
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break 

10:45-1:00
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise  –  Needs Assessment Article X Proposals


Participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article X proposals 



Lead Facilitator:  WTO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)

	Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tool to assess implementation needs and priorities for  select proposals under Article X of the GATT.


1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:15
Session 3:  Introduction to Part B of the tool --- Article VIII Proposals


- Secretariat Compilation Categories G-J



Speaker:  Thierry Piraux, WCO  
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Categories G-J
	Objective:  Provide guidance on practical use of the self assessment tool and explanation of WTO Members' Article VIII proposals 


3:15 – 3:30 
Coffee Break

3:30 – 5:30
Session 4:  Working Group Exercise  – Needs Assessment



Participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article VIII proposals 



Lead Facilitator:  WCO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)

Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tool to assess implementation needs and priorities for select proposals under Article VIII of the GATT.
Day 4
9:00 – 10:30
Session 1:  Introduction to Part B of the tool - Article VIII Proposals



- Secretariat Compilation Categories K-L


Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Category K-L
Objective:  Provide guidance on practical use of the self assessment tool and explanation of WTO Members' Article VIII  proposals
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break 

10:45-1:00
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise - Needs Assessment Article VIII



- participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article VIII proposals


Lead Facilitator:  WTO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)
	Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tool to assess implementation needs and priorities for select proposals under Article VIII  of the GATT.


1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:30
Session 3:  Introduction to Part B of the tool --- Article V Proposals


- Secretariat Compilation Category M



- Film – transit barriers



Speaker:  Nora Neufeld, WTO
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Category M
3:30 – 3:45
Coffee Break

3:45– 5:30
Session 4:  National Experience of Lithuania with Trade Facilitation



Speakers: Mr. Šarūnas Avižienis, Customs Department,  Lithuania




Mr. Raimundas Karoblis, MFA,  Lithuania

Day 5
9:00 – 10:00
Session 1:  National Needs Assessment Workshop


- Objectives



- Process



-  Preparation


Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO
Objective: Provide an overview of the WTO national needs assessment program.
10:00– 11:00 
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise – Action Plans



- Preparation For a National Needs Assessment



Lead Facilitator:  WTO

	Objectives:  Participants will leave this workshop with a complete plan of the steps that they must undertake to prepare for their national needs assessment.


11:00 – 11:15
Coffee Break

11:15 – 11:45
Session 3:  Working Group Exercise – Action Plans



- Group discussion of results
11:45-12:30
Evaluation of the Workshop



Speaker:  WTO

12:30  – 1:00  Closing Ceremony



Mr. Raimundas Karoblis



Director, Foreign Trade Policy Department



Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania
Activity Sheet








