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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on certain topical issues in regard to intellectual property for English speaking African countries

	venue and dates
	Cape Town, South Africa
3-5 July 2007

	Course description
	The purpose of this Workshop is to address a number of important policy issues under negotiation or consideration in the field of intellectual property in the WTO, including the protection of geographical indications and the relationship between the TRIPS Agreement and the Convention on Biological Diversity.  The aim is to provide information and an opportunity for an exchange of views among countries of the region that will facilitate their effective participation in these ongoing negotiations and discussions.  With regard to TRIPS and Public Health, the Workshop aims to support participants in the implementation and use of the system established under the WTO Decision on Paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, as recently transposed into the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement and submitted to WTO Members for acceptance. 



	Objectives
	The workshop has the following objectives: 

- an improved understanding of the WTO and of the TRIPS Agreement, including the flexibilities in that Agreement and the new Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement (Paragraph 6 Decision on public health);
- an improved understanding of important policy issues in the area of intellectual property under negotiation or consideration in the WTO (e.g. geographical indications, relationship between TRIPS and CBD);
- an improved capability to assess the implications of and effectively participate in the ongoing negotiations and discussions in the TRIPS area.

	Programme
	The programme is currently being prepared

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Botswana, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
Each country is invited to nominate two capital-based senior officials (one should have responsibility for intellectual property policy and the other should be from either the trade or public health authorities).    


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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