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	title of the event
	Introduction to the WTO (English)


	venue and dates
	WTO eTraining website
Session 1: 25 Feb - 4 April 2008

	Course description
	The course focuses on the WTO and the multilateral trading system: the World Trade Organization (WTO) - its history and its functions, and with the legal framework that governs trade relations between national economies. 

	Objectives
	The objective of the course is to describe and explain:

- the role and functions of the WTO;
- the key features of the various agreements (in trade in goods, trade in services and trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights);
- the main rights and obligations of Member Governments as set out in the WTO Agreements;
- the exceptions to the WTO basic market access disciplines and how a Member's obligation can be "waived";
- the WTO rules governing regional integration;
- the concept of special and differential treatment;
- the provisions on anti dumping, safeguards provisions, countervailing duties.

	Programme
	http://etraining.wto.org

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Government officials from developing Members and Observers.
Course level: Introduction course, Level 1.
Pre-requisite: None.
The course enables participants to prepare for specialized courses, Level 2.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Candidates are requested to register online for the course at http://etraining.wto.org and be nominated by their national authorities. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
http://etraining.wto.org
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