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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	17th  Geneva Week 

	venue and dates
	WTO, Geneva, Switzerland
10 – 14 November 2008

	Course description
	This week-long event brings representatives of WTO Members and Observers without permanent representation in Geneva to the WTO for numerous briefings on the state-of-play of the Doha Development Agenda and other WTO activities.  The Chairpersons of the various negotiating groups provide briefings on the status of negotiations on agriculture, non-agricultural market access (NAMA), services, special and differential treatment, intellectual property rights, rules, trade and environment, dispute settlement and trade facilitation. Briefings also focus on progress being made in the area of aid for trade and the enhanced integrated framework, as well as on the WTO's Biennial Technical Assistance and Training Plan.  Participants also take part in a half-day seminar organized by the Agency for International Trade Information and Cooperation (AITIC). Other participants include representatives from some 30 regional, economic organizations who participate in Geneva Week events at their own expense. 

	Objectives
	The purpose of Geneva Week is to inform the WTO's non-Geneva based Members and Observers about recent developments taking place at the WTO, and especially in the Doha Development Agenda. 

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Comoros, Dominica, Fiji, Gambia, Grenada, Guinea‑Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Guyana, Liberia, Malawi, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, São Tomé et Principe, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Suriname, Tajikistan, Togo, Tonga and Vanuatu 
Not funded: African Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, African Union, Agency for International Trade Information and Cooperation (AITIC), the Arab Monetary Fund, the Asian Development Bank, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Secretariat, Banque Africaine de Développement, Caribbean Community Secretariat, Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery, COMESA Secretariat, Commission de l'Union Économique et Monétaire Ouest Africaine, Commonwealth Secretariat, Communauté Économique et Monétaire de l'Afrique Centrale (CEMAC), East African Community, East African Development Bank, Economic Cooperation Organization Secretariat, ECOWAS Executive Secretariat, Indian Ocean Commission, Inter-American Development Bank, Intergovernmental Authority on Development, Islamic Development Bank, NEPAD Secretariat, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie, Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), Southern African Development Community (SADC), Union du Maghreb Arabe and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA).


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Participants to Geneva Week are officially nominated by their national authorities.



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

The Geneva Week event usually features a half-day seminar organized for the non-resident Members and Observers by the AITIC Secretariat and briefings by Geneva-based agencies such as the ITC, UNCTAD or the Advisory Centre on WTO law.


7 November 2008
17th Geneva Week

10 to 14 November 2008
Centre William Rappard

Programme

Monday, 10 November
09.00 – 09.20
Opening Remarks by the WTO Director-General, Mr. Pascal Lamy 
09:20 – 09.40
Introductory Remarks by the Chairman of the General Council, Ambassador Bruce Gosper

09.40 – 10.00
Introduction to the 17th Geneva Week, Development Division
10.00 – 11.30
Briefing on the Committee on Trade and Development (Regular, Dedicated Sessions on Small Economies and Sessions on Aid for Trade), Ambassador Shree Baboo Chekitan  Servansing
11.30 – 12.15
Briefing on the Committee on Trade and Development in Special Session Ambassador Thawatchai Sophastienphong  

12.15 – 12.30
Official 17th Geneva Week photo session
12:30 – 15:00
Lunch break

15.00 – 16.30
Briefing on the Special Session of the Committee on Agriculture and the Sub‑Committee on Cotton, Ambassador Crawford Falconer
16.30 – 18.00
Consultations on the implementation of the WTO's Biennial Technical Assistance and 

Training Plan 2008-2009, Mr. Maarten Smeets, Head of Section, Technical Assistance 

Coordination, ITTC 

18.00 – 19.30
Reception for Geneva Week participants – Hosted by Deputy Director‑General Mrs. Valentine Rugwabiza (Salle des Pas Perdus)

Tuesday, 11 November
  9.00 - 10.00
Period for participants to attend or organize their own consultations with Members and/or Secretariat staff

10.00 – 11.30
Briefing on the Special Session of the Council for Trade in Services, Ambassador Fernando de Mateo y Venturini

11.30 – 13.00
Briefing on the Negotiating Group on Rules (Anti-dumping, Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, Fisheries Subsidies and RTAs) Ambassador Guillermo Valles Galmés

13.00 – 15.00
Lunch break
15.00 – 16.30 
Briefing on the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation, Ambassador Eduardo Ernesto Sperisen-Yurt
16.30 – 18.00
Briefing on Aid for Trade

Wednesday, 12 November
 9.00 - 10.00
Period for participants to attend or organize their own consultations with Members and/or Secretariat staff

10.00 – 11.15
Briefing on the Special Session of the Dispute Settlement Body, 



Ambassador Ronald Saborío Soto
11:15 – 13:00
Briefing on the Negotiating Group on Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA), Ambassador Luzius Wasescha
13.00 – 15.00
Lunch break 

15.00 – 16.00
Briefing on the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade, Ms. Xueyan Guo

16.00 – 17.00
Briefing on the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, Mr. Marinus Huige

17.00 – 18.00
Briefing on the Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF), Ms. Marlynne Hopper, Economics Affairs Officer, Agriculture and Commodities Division 

Thursday, 13 November
 9.00 - 10.00
Period for participants to attend or organize their own consultations with Members and/or Secretariat staff
10.00 – 13.00
AITIC session
13.00 – 15.00
Lunch break
15.00 – 16.30
Briefing on the Special Session of the Council for TRIPS, Mrs. Thu-Lang Tran Wasescha, Counsellor, Intellectual Property Division
16.30 – 18.00
Briefing on the Council for Trade in Goods, Ambassador Karen Tan

Friday, 14 November
9.00 -10.00
Period for participants to attend or organize their own consultations with Members and/or Secretariat staff
10.00 – 11.30
Briefing on the Committee on Regional Trade Agreements, Mr. Detlev Brauns 

11.30 – 13.00
Briefing on the Enhanced Integrated Framework, Mrs. Dorothy Tembo, Executive Director, IF Executive Secretariat
13.00 – 15.00
Lunch break

15.00 – 16.15
Briefing on the World Trade Report 2008, Mr. Alexander Keck, Counsellor, Economic Research and Statistics Division
16.15 – 17.00
Evaluation and Closing of the 17th Geneva Week  - Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi, Director, Development Division 
__________
Activity Sheet








� This programme may be modified following changes in the schedule of WTO Committee meetings and availability of WTO Secretariat staff.  








