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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Trade Policy Course for the Asia-Pacific Region in partnership with the National University of Singapore

	venue and dates
	National University of Singapore
3 March – 23 May 2008

	Course description
	The RTPC is a three-month trade policy course, for Government officials from the Asia-Pacific region, which is delivered in partnership with the National University of Singapore. The RTPC is co-delivered by officials from the WTO Secretariat and academics and trade policy specialists from the Asia-Pacific region. The RTPC is aimed at enhancing participants' knowledge of, and ability to use, the WTO Agreements. Sessions focus on trade theory, the formulation and implementation of trade policy, the provisions of WTO legal instruments and agreements, as well as the structure, scope and functioning of the WTO.  Special emphasis is placed on the development and regional dimensions. The sessions mentioned above are complemented by simulation exercises on trade negotiations and dispute settlement.  

	Objectives
	It is expected that, at the end of the RTPC, the participants will have:  developed a good understanding of all aspects of the WTO, including the Agreements (transfer of knowledge);  received a regional focus through the joint lecturing arrangements with academics and specialists from the region; improved analytical and negotiating skills (improvement of skills);  learned to use effectively the relevant information and documentation on trade-related issues (autonomy); strengthened capacity to work in teams and in an international environment (team work); established and/or strengthened a network of contacts with each other and the trainers/experts (network).  

Other objectives of the RTPC are:  to build institutional partnerships in the Asia-Pacific region for capacity-building activities;  to give the course a regional focus and relevance through the joint lecturing arrangements with academics and specialists from the Asia-Pacific region; and, to foster networks among institutions of higher learning and their academics.

	Programme
	Not Available

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, National University of Singapore


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are Government officials from developing countries and LDCs, economies in transition and acceding countries in the Asia-Pacific region who have a broad overall WTO responsibility and a general knowledge of the multilateral trading system. This also includes officials who have recently assumed responsibilities with regard to the WTO and have not had much exposure to the theory and practice of WTO rules and regulations and for whom this is an opportunity to exchange information and share experiences. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation is addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities are considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 
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