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Organization

	title of the event
	Preparatory Workshop for the WTO Regional Trade Policy Course for the Asia-Pacific Region in partnership with the National University of Singapore

	venue and dates
	WTO Headquarters, Geneva
28 - 30 January 2008

	Course description
	The Preparatory Workshop is organized to assist regional resource persons who will co-deliver the Asia-Pacific RTPC in their preparations for the RTPC.  The three-day workshop provides an up-date on WTO activities to the regional resource persons, focusing on developments in the Doha Development Round. It includes a number of roundtable discussion on various WTO-related topics (Dispute Settlement; Development Issues; Regionalism) involving WTO officials, workshop participants and Geneva-based delegates. The workshop also includes RTPC preparatory meetings between WTO officials and regional resource persons who would co-deliver training together.  The Preparatory Workshop provides the only opportunity for the regional resource persons to meet as a group and to discuss development and enhancement of the RTPC.

	Objectives
	It is expected that, at the end of the Workshop, the participants will have received updated briefings that would help them prepare their inputs for the RTPC. In addition, they would have had the opportunity to discuss their joint training with their WTO training counterpart.  They would also have had the opportunity to network among each other and WTO officials, thus assisting the development of institutional partnerships in the Asia-Pacific region for capacity-building activities;  to give the course a regional focus and relevance through the joint lecturing arrangements with academics and specialists from the Caribbean region; and, to foster networks among institutions of higher learning and their academics. is an opportunity to exchange information and share experiences.

	Programme
	Not Available

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are those regional resource persons (who are selected from developing countries and LDCs, economies in transition and acceding countries), who will co-deliver the RTPC for the Asia-Pacific region in partnership with WTO officials. The regional resource persons are generally academics from the region, but they can also include other trade experts. The network of regional resource persons is an evolving network as it seeks to include resource persons from many universities and other institutions in the region, thus resulting in a changing network over time.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	The regional resource persons are invited by the WTO to attend the Workshop.



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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