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Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures for Middle East Countries

	venue and dates
	Doha, Qatar. 18-20 November 2008

	Course description
	The regional workshop on the WTO Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures for Middle East countries will be organized by the Agriculture and Commodities Division, with assistance of the Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation.  The three international standard-setting organizations referred in the SPS Agreement (Codex Alimentarius Commission, the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)) will also participate in this workshop with lectures and exercises in their respective field of expertise.  The workshop is tailored to the specific characteristics and needs of the region, encompassing, inter alia, the main provisions of the Agreement on SPS, the work of the SPS Committee, risk assessment, regionalization, equivalence, and transparency.  The regional workshop on SPS will combine lectures, exercises, and interactive dialogues aiming at the exchange of experiences and positions among the different countries and institutions involved.  At the end of the activity, an evaluation will be carried out in order to assess its outcomes. 

	Objectives
	The main objectives of this regional workshop are:

· Participants will enhance their knowledge on the main provisions of the SPS Agreement, and receive an update on the work of the SPS Committee;

· Participants will improve their knowledge on the transparency provisions in the SPS Agreement, including recent work of the SPS Committee, and learn how to operate the SPS Information Management System;

· Participants will be updated on the work of Codex, IPPC and OIE, and improve their knowledge on risk assessment, regionalization and equivalence;



	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event.

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.
The officials are required to:

(1) hold responsibilities in the area of SPS within their Governments, i.e., SPS enquiry point, IPPC contact point, Codex contact point and the OIE delegate, besides an official from a relevant Ministry in charge of trade issues; and
(2) possess a proven understanding of the basic features of WTO, especially of the Agreement on SPS.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	A letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities holding the positions of SPS enquiry point, IPPC contact point, Codex contact point, the OIE delegate, and to an official from a relevant Ministry in charge of trade issues.  Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered.  Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: N.A.


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


 

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.wmf] 





Codex Alimentarius

Regional Workshop 

on the
WTO Agreement on 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
[DRAFT PROGRAMME]

Doha, Qatar

18-20 November 2008
Tuesday, 18 November 2008
	09.00 – 09.30
	Registration

	
	

	09.30 – 10.15
	Opening Remarks


	
	Representative of Qatar

Representative of the WTO

	
	

	10.15 – 11.00
	Overview of the programme - Participants' profiles and countries' needs

	
	WTO

	
	

	11.00 – 11.15

	Coffee break

	
	

	11.15 – 12.30
	Overview of the SPS Agreement (its scope and main provisions) and of the SPS Committee

	
	WTO

	
	

	12.30 – 14.00

	Lunch break

	
	

	14.00 – 14.15
	HARMONIZATION - Introduction

WTO 

	
	

	14.15-14.30


	Cluster card exercise:  "Who, What, How" regarding the 3 standard setting bodies and the WTO

	
	

	14.30 – 15.15
	General Q&A session on Codex, OIE, IPPC

Resource persons: Codex, IPPC, OIE



	15.15 – 15.45
	Presentation from the GCC Secretariat

	
	

	15.45 – 16.00
	Coffee break

	
	

	16.00 – 16.30
	Identification of main trade-related SPS issues affecting trade in participant countries/the region – Break-out sessions

	
	Moderators: WTO, 3 sisters

	
	

	16.30 – 17.30
	Presentation of main SPS issues by theme with examples

	
	Questions and answers


	
	Resource persons: Regional secretariats, 3 sisters

	
	



Wednesday, 19 November 2008

	09.00 – 9.30
	Review of basic principles of the SPS Agreement 
WTO

	
	




	9.30 – 10.30
	TRANSPARENCY - How to implement and benefit from transparency provisions 
WTO

	
	

	10.30 – 10.45
	Coffee break

	
	

	10.45 – 11.30 
	Group Exercise on how to prepare notifications of SPS measures - WTO

	
	


	11.30 – 12.30


	Settling trade problems: Specific Trade Concerns, Bilateral Consultations, Good Offices of the Chair, WTO Dispute Settlement System

WTO

	
	



	12.30 – 14.00

	Lunch break



	
	

	14.00 – 14.30
	RISK ANALYSIS - Introduction

WTO

	
	

	14.30 – 15.00
	EQUIVALENCE / REGIONALIZATION - Introduction

WTO

	
	



	15.00 – 15.15
	Coffee break

	
	


	16.00 – 17.00
	Work of the 3 sisters:  Break-out sessions with Codex, OIE and IPPC

	
	

	17.00-17.30
	Reporting on discussions in each group to whole group by rapporteurs (selected among participants) – identification of common challenges and possible solutions – Moderator:  WTO




Thursday, 20 November 2008

	09.00 – 9.30
	Access to electronic information sources

	
	
- Demonstration of SPS IMS, IPSAPH, Codex website

	
	




	9.30 – 10.45

	Group Exercise on how to benefit from transparency obligations WTO

	
	

	10.45 – 11.00
	Coffee Break

	
	



	11.00 – 11.30

	Presentation on Private standards 
WTO

	
	



	11.30 – 12.30
	Break-out sessions with Codex, OIE and IPPC:

	
	 - Tackling regional problems related to food safety, plant protection and animal health

	
	




	12.30 – 14.00
	Lunch Break

	
	



	14.00 – 14.45

	Special and differential treatment, SPS Technical Assistance and the Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF): General overview
WTO

	
	- information from Codex, OIE and IPPC on participation of developing countries in standard-setting

	
	

	14.45 – 15.00

	Repeat of Self-assessment quiz

	
	

	15.00 – 16.30
	Interactive learning dialogue / Action plans

	
	

	16.30 – 16.45
	Coffee break

	
	

	16.45 – 17.30
	Quiz results

Evaluation of course



	
	


Activity Sheet
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